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Bloody Sunday And Selma To Montgomery Voting
Fred G. Minnis, Sr.
Bar Association:
Bights March: forty Years Later-------------------------Honoring
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson, far left, walks with rrtarchers on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in Selma, Ala., Sunday, March 6, during a 40th anniversary commemora-

A few of the program’s organizers include attorney
Kamilah Perry, a member of the diversity commit
tee, seen here with fellow attorney Y’Sheakea
Campbell, a scholarship banquet committee member.
photo by Rassi

less violent." He said that
by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent everyone has a stake in
ST. PETERSBURG - equality of justice.
He spoke about the im
Although they are only in
their fifth year of existence, portance of the Supreme
the Fred G. Minnis Sr. Bar Court decision that upheld
Association held their sec the University of Michigan
ond annual scholarship in using race as a plus fac
banquet at Stetson Uni tor in admissions to
versity College of Law last achieve diversity in the stu
week, in which five college dent body. "The stakes are
scholarships and four other huge in this battle over
awards were handed out. affirmative action," Turner
The keynote speaker was said.
In a speech often sprin
Reginald M. Turner Jr.
kled
with biblical scripture,
"Contemplate
your
common humanity," Tur Turner said "the mandate
ner said. He invited the for lawyers to uphold the
audience to reevaluate rights of the oppressed is
what they have done and also spiritual."
can do to further Dr. Mar Turner expressed gratitude
tin Luther King’s dream,
and make their communi Minnis
ties "more egalitarian and continued on pg. 5

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., center, walks arm in arm Sunday with other members
of Congress, in Selma, Ala., on the Edmund Pettus Bridge to mark the 40th
anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery voting rights march. From left are,
Rep. Maxine Waters and Rep. Barbara Lee, both D-Calif.; Lewis; Rep. Steny
Hoyer, D-Md.; Rep. Arthur Davis, D-Ala., and Senate Majority leader Bill Frist,
R-Tenn.

Florida SCLC President Sevell Brown (left) stands with Congressman John
Lewis, D-Georgia, right, as he describes the events of Bloody Sunday on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge to congressional members and others in the march.
AP PhotosZKevin Glackmeyer
cial was underway as the that played the historic
by Sevell C. Brown. Ill
Florida President of the caravan was led by Capital original TV footage of
Police cars, motorcycle Bloody Sunday and the
SCLC
SELMA, Ala. - On a policemen and State Troo Selma to Montgomery Vot
sunny brisk Sunday morn pers numbering some two ing Rights March as Cong.
ing in Montgomery, Ala., dozen that flanked the John Lewis would narrate
and make observations
the power of the nation fin buses from all sides.
about every historic site
Congressman
John
ished their breakfast and
emptied the Embassy Lewis was leading a Con that the buses passed trav
Suites as 40 Members 'of gressional Civil Rights eling Highway 80 to Selma
Congress boarded four Tour, along with the Rev. or about missing facts that
buses. We departed at 8 Fred Shuttlesworth and was not reflected in the
a.m. on the Congressional Dorothy Cotton, who were original TV footage.
Lewis pointed to a his
Civil Rights Pilgrimage an integral part, of the his
Tour that was sponsored by toric Crossing of the Ed toric marker on Hwy. 80
"Faith & Polities Institute" mund Pettis Bridge and the and said, "This is where
of Washington, D.C. It was Selma to Montgomery Vot Viola Liuzzo was shot and
obvious by the plain ing Rights March 40 years
March
clothes and uniformed se ago on March 7, 1965. On
continued on pg. 9
curity that something spe the bus were TV monitors
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Jonathan Green, printmaker and painter
TAMPA BAY - Jona from 22 of Jonathan's ener
than Green’s vibrant im getic paintings, William's
ages of the Gullah culture production explores the
will come to life with song dynamics and inner mean
and dance in Off the Wall ings of the paintings. The
& Onto the Stage: Dancing costumes, the landscapes
the Art of Jonathan Green and the people in Jona
at the Tampa Bay Per than's works come to life in
forming Arts Center on dance set to music rooted
in the history of the region.
Tuesday, March 15.
Choreographer Wil This unique commingling
liam Starrett and music of the arts is an exhilarating national co-chair of the bal
director Trevor Weston col testament to the lively, let. As co-chair, and in an
laborated with Green to multi-cultural reality of the effort to expose Florida
keep the rich heritage of South, and one with real youth to the arts, Mrs. Bush
South Carolina’s diminish significance for America will attend a matinee per
formance with 1,000 stu
ing Gullah culture alive by and the world.
"I focused on the dents in Tampa on March
blending dance, music and
fine art. In each perform Gullah culture because it’s 15 at 10 a.m. In addition, in
ance, the characters in such a distinctive piece of celebration of Black His
Green’s paintings take on a American culture rooted in tory Month, the artwork of
three-dimensional
form authentic West African tra Jonathan Green is on dis
and incorporate classical ditions," said Green. "Their play in the Governor’s
ballet while singing music colorful and vivid heritage Mansion during the month
unique to South Carolina’s could only be justified by of February.
"It is an honor for me
region, including gospel, using multi-mediums."
Florida’s First Lady to serve as the honorary
jazz, folk songs and hymns.
Comprised of a series Columba Bush currently national co-chair of this
of vignettes drawn directly serves as an honorary wonderful ballet," said

Mrs. Bush. "William Starrett’s production of Off the
Wall, Onto the Stage:
Dancing the Art of Jona
than Green highlights the
bright and vivid images in
Jonathan’s artwork. I am
pleased Floridians have an
opportunity to see firsthand
the wonderful contribu
tions African American
artists have made to our
great state."
At each performance,

Characters
continued on pg. 5

___

Former pro Jim Courier, pictured here with
Giovanni Williams at
St. Pete Tennis Center, May 2003.
ST. PETERSBURG - camp program. In addition
On Saturday, April 30, the to their tennis program,
St. Petersburg Tennis Cen they also feel that athletics
ter will host their Spring and academics go hand and
Tennis Tournament. Cur hand.
"The center provides a
rently, the organization is
tutoring
program to ensure
seeking interested partici
pants, advertisers, sponsors that participants in our ten
and donations from the nis program develop both
community in order to their minds and bodies,"
make this event a success. says program chairperson
The proceeds for this event Nobedine Packer. In addi
will benefit the St. Peters tion to tutoring students
burg Tennis Center First with their school work, the
Serve Program and Tennis program provides a com
Scholarships for Summer puter lab, as well as mini
Camp. Jeff Davis, Commu courses to expand their
nity Tennis Coordinator for horizons in the arts, envi
USTA will provide follow ronment, and participation
up events to encourage Mi in community issues. Both
nority Adults to play tennis tutors and course teachers
at the Tennis Center. The ’come from the local com
center, located at 650 - munity and volunteer their
18th Ave. S. is nestled in services.
"Your support repre
the heart of St. Pete’s most
sents
a commitment to the
economically challenged
community and helps
area.
Run by the Tennis make our programs possi
Foundation of St. Peters ble," says Packer.
In order to give your
burg, the center is a 501(C)
support,
or for additional
3 non-profit organization.
It offers an after-school ’ information, please contact
tennis fitness program Nobedine Packer at (727)
Monday through Friday as 343-1896 or the Tennis
well as a tennis summer Center at (727) 823-2225.
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A knowledge of
history brings a feeling
of fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it
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A Price Tag On The Future
nity to acquire a college

education, solely because

backgrounds are going to

direction that our race will

many of its citizens the

Currently, the cost of a

degree, solely because of a

of a lack of finances. While

be able to step into society

take in the years to come.

opportunity to
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college education is rising

lack of finances. This is a

our government is so val

and find adequate paying

Presently, our govern

• • • • •

to a level in which many

cruel injustice being hand

iantly ensuring the growth

jobs if our children never

ment is spending hundreds

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

parents will experience

ed down to the low-income

and prosperity of other

reach the institutions that

of billions of dollars on

race has made numerous

extreme difficulties acquir

families in America. Our

countries, our children will

will enhance their chances

their campaigns abroad,

steps of progress in the

ing the financial resources

government is seemingly

face a battle of their own

for the pursuit of happiness

while many of the children

right direction, concerning

necessary for their children

taking away money that

when attempting to obtain

that all Americans are

in the inner cities across

the realm of politics. If the

to obtain college degrees.

was once allotted to col

financial resources in order

promised?

America face the reality of

cost of a college education

According to the College

leges, that was used to

to further their educational

The youth of the inner

not going to college be

continues to rise, then in

Board (which surveyed

ensure that those who

level of development.

cities across America will

cause of a lack of finances.

evitably our presence in the

2,678 colleges), public and

come from financially dis

In this new millenni

seriously feel the sting of

The youth of America, who

white collar jobs of Amer

private colleges raised their

advantaged backgrounds

um, a college degree is the

the rising costs of a college

deserve an opportunity for

ica or on Capitol Hill will

tuitions substantially last

had the opportunities to

prerequisite needed for our

education. The same chil

a higher learning but unfor

start to diminish. We can

fall. Many public colleges

attend college. As it seems,

financially disadvantaged

dren that roam the halls of

tunately do not have the

not allow that to happen.

across America raised their

the budget cuts that our

youth to take the tumul

our

high

financial resources, should

There are multitudes of
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Chamber of Commerce

tuitions by 10 percent (or

government employs will

tuous steps away from

schools, are the doctors,

never be denied the oppor

bright young Afro-Ameri

$10,636). While many pri

seriously effect the low-

poverty. The job market

lawyers and members of

tunity to advance their edu

cans who will never re
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vate colleges raised their

income citizens of this

here in America is so com

government that will repre

cations and lives. Sadly
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country.

petitive that the jobs that

sent our race in the future.

though, the politicians in
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by Sean Lewis

were once available to high

The extreme obstacles that

Washington feel otherwise.

shine, if we as a people do

increases

lege could have a very sig

school graduates, are being

our youth will encounter

The future of not Only our

not stand up and make our

have come after similar in

nificant dominoe effect on

taken by college graduates

while attempting to ad

race, but also America lies

creases in 203.

the Afro-American com

that are finding difficulties

vance

their educations,

solely on the shoulders of

The rising cost of col

munities. We must also

in obtaining employment

means that the representa

the next generation. As it

voices heard on this matter.
Comments may be sent to
Sean Lewis, 1318 E. Marshall
St., Pensacola, FL 32503.

lege tuitions across Ameri

struggle with the fact that

in their fields of study.

tion of our race in the fu

seems, America is trying to

ca, means that numerous

numerous amounts of our

How does the government

ture could be at a miniscule

hand pick the future mem

children across the country

youth could be denied an

think that the youth with

level in the sectors of soci

bers of this country’s chain

will be denied the opportu-

opportunity for a college

financially disadvantaged

ety that will determine the

of command, by denying

These tuition

Jackson, The Accused Pedophile
while riding in a golf cart

at child victimization, the

about their abuse, and if

and practically deified as

did not go to the extreme

on his Neverland Ranch to

rash of tough state and fed

they do they are less likely

Catholic priests once were

lengths that some Catholic

his child accuser, "What's

eral laws against child

to be believed.

can also plunge to the gut

officials did and try to pub

your favorite curse word?"

molestation, and the eager

Psychologists, psychi

ter in their behavior, and

licly sweep the sexual dir

The testimony came from

ness of judges, prosecutors,

atrists, child development

their superiors will keep

under the rug. That woulc

Jackson's child accuser,

and juries to fling the book

specialists, academics and

silent or worse cover up for

have been impossible any

and was contained in testi

at child sex offenders,

medical practitioners, and

them.

way. He was too wel

mony that was leaked to

according to a survey by

state and federal task agen

If Jackson did what

known, and the past allega

smokinggun.com, a web

the U.S. Department of

cies have spent millions

prosecutors charged him

tions of possible sexua

site that specializes in mak

Health and Human Ser

studying the behavior of

with, that code of silence

misconduct were too wide

ing public damning legal

vices on child abuse and

pedophiles and have com

may have well been in

spread.

celebrity

neglect in 2000, the rate of

piled

voluminous

case

effect with him. Some

child sexual abuse again

studies of their acts toward

among Jackson's family

against the ex-pop kinj

The big tremor of pub

has soared. Even more

children. Yet they are no

members, friends, and staff

were too stiff for him tc

before

lic suspicion about Jackson

troubling, a prior survey in

closer to answering the

persons had to know or at

buy his way out of crimina

Christmas in 2004, a smil

was first roused in his child

1997 found that more that

question: Why do they do

least suspect that Jackson

charges as many in the to{

Michael

molestation court settle

more than ten percent of

the terrible things they do?.

was committing dubious

rung

Jackson shouted out to

ment in 1993. While he

the child abuse cases were

and

sexual acts with one or

Church did, or tried to do

dozens of children that

dodged the legal bullet and

sexual molestation cases.

answers to that question

more of the children that he

with their accused priests

routinely paraded through

Only a clean court victor}

Neverland.

can insure his freedom, anc
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wonderful
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increase

The

theories

The

of

legal

the

charges

Catholic

staved off a possible crimi

That almost certainly

are as varied as the experts

nal indictment against him

is the tip of the iceberg.

that give them. Are pe

then by shoveling out mil

Police and child abuse

dophiles themselves sexu

The instinct of rich,

wipe the words "accusec

ally abused children? Do

famous and even the pious

pedophile" from in front o:

his name. Even that migh

lions in the child molesta

experts say that there are

The children shouted back

tion case, he still lost badly

many thousands of child

they suffer an abnormal

is to spin into maximum

in unison, "We love you."

in the court of public opin

abuse cases that aren't

biological make-up? Are

damage

mode

not be enough to wipe i

Jackson couldn't resist, and

ion. The public has long

reported. One in four girls

they fearful, isolated and

when the first scent of

out of the minds of mil

shouted back, "I love you

memories and even longer

and one in six boys are sex

lonely individuals? Are

scandal arises. Jackson and

Hons who will still wonde

more." Jackson's bubbly

tongues when it comes to

ually abused. They are

they driven by Internet titil-

his defense attorneys did

what Jackson was really uj

childlike spontaneous dis

the

hyper-

abused not by strangers but

lation and pom?

what the church elders did

play of affection was part

charged issue of child sex

in most cases by family

The pedophile scan

each time the whispers of

of the loving, tender image

ual abuse. The rumors,
whispers and doubts now

members, friends, associ

dals that rock the Catholic

abuse turned to a roar.

givers.

Church further boosted

They also swung into max

swirled thick and fast

Sexual predators know that

public suspicion that not

imum

around him. The reason for

children are weak, vulnera

only wealthy and famous

mode. They downplayed

that belief is simple.

ble, trusting, and also less

men can commit terrible

the new charges as a rerun

Despite the widespread

likely to complain to par

sexual acts, but even men

of the same old soap opera

to at Neverland.
Earl Ofari Hutchinson i
a columnist for Black
News.com, an author am
political analyst. He is thi
author of the forthcoming
Beyond Michael Jackson: Thi
Clash of Celebrity, Sex am
Race (AuthorHouse Press
April 2005).

attention and public disgust

ents and the authorities

that are respected, revered,

of a decade ago. Jackson

Christmas, "I love you."

that the ex-king of pop has
spent the past two decades
cultivating.

That's a jarring con
trast to the Jackson who

purportedly

Please

whispered

emotionally

ates,

and

care

control

damage

control
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
‘Extension Living
Sarasota County
Jazz In The Park, March 20—1
Well Week’ March 13- Warns Public About
The Jazz Club of Sara
experience in corporate
sota
is
pleased
to
have
St.
finance and credit, long19 To Celebrate
‘Water Test
Petersburg resident and
range planning and budgets
Health And Quality
Notifications’--------The Weekly Challenger’s
with major industrial, phar
Recent postcard mail ances...A water test will
Of Life----------------------own jazz correspondent,
maceutical, and chemical
The University of Flor
ida-Sarasota County Ex
tension is joining a nation
al effort to celebrate ‘Ex
tension Living Well Week,’
Sunday, March 13 through
Saturday, March 19. Fa
mily and Consumer Sci
ence professionals in Sar
asota County and through
out the nation will use the
week as a springboard to
educate citizens about
ways to improve the quali
ty of life of adults, youth,
individuals and families.
The emphasis will be on
healthy lifestyles, nutrition
and food safety, financial
management, home and
work environment safety,
relationship and parenting
skills, and many more as
pects of "Living Well." The
campaign’s
slogan is
"Raising Kids, Eating
Right, Spending Smart,
Living Well." The National
Extension Association of
Family and Consumer

Sciences (NEAFCS) has
requested that the United
States Congress pass a con
current resolution desig
nating the week of March
13-19 as "Extension Living
Well Week." The Sarasota
County Board of Commis
sioners will issue a procla
mation recognizing "Ex
tension Living Well Week"
throughout the county. The
proclamation is part of a
coordinated effort by edu
cators at the NEAFCS and
Extension offices such as
Sarasota County’s to pro
mote optimum health and
wellness of families in the
U.S. through the "Living
Well" campaign.
The University of Flor
ida-Sarasota County Ex
tension, a partnership be
tween the county and the
University of Florida’s
Institute of Food and
Agricultural
Sciences
(IFAS), is administered by
Sarasota County Commu-

ings and advertising inserts
labeled "PUBLIC NOTIFI
CATION" or "PUBLIC
WATER TEST" are not
from Sarasota County
Utilities. Although the
wording implies Sarasota
County is conducting or
supporting these water
tests, the notifications are
advertisements by a private
water purification com
pany. The cards and ad
inserts include the follow
ing wording:
"Water in this area has
tested positive for contain
ing dissolved rock and sed
iment which is known to
cause damage to your
plumbing
and
appli-

be conducted at No Charge
to the homeowners in this
area to verify if this is hap
pening at your home."
The postcards and ads
encourage residents to call
for a free in-home test.
Sarasota County Util
ities tests its drinking water
supply daily. County water
regularly meets or exceeds
standards established by
the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection
and the U.S. Environ
mental Protection Agency.
For additional infor
mation, contact Sarasota
County Utilities at (941)
861-6790.

nity Services. The offices
of the Sarasota County
Extension are located at
6700 Clark Road, Sarasota,
at Twin Lakes Park. For
more information about
"Living Well Week," the
public may contact Sara-

sota County Extension
Director Carolyn Gregov at
(941) 861-9808, cgregov@scgov.net.

Rick Gee, serve as chair
man of the March 20, 2005
Jazz in the Park at Phillippi
Estate Park, 5500 South
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
FL. Starting time for this
daylong event is 12 noon
and will feature five out
standing musical groups.
Performing in the follow
ing order of appearance
will be the very popular
smooth jazz group Stacey
Knights Group; Greg Niel
sen’s Jazz Ensemble and
the exciting Latin jazz
group, Vine Street Rhumba
Band - Florida. Then the
always exciting and very
popular jazz vocalist Katt
Hefner & The Original AllStars, and special musical
guest Tampa Bay’s own
popular recording artist
Fred Johnson and his band
will perform.
The Jazz in the Park
event kicks off the Jazz
Club’s weeklong 25th An
nual Jazz Festival. In-

manufacturing companies.
In addition to serving
as a member of the Jazz
Club Board of Directors,
Gee has served as chair for
the last two years of May’s
extremely popular Jazz on
the Water event, and is also
president of the St. Peters
burg-based A1 Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Associa
tion, Inc. Known for host
ing at his home and pro
moting in concert some of
the hottest and best jazz
concerts and jam sessions
in the New York/New Jer
sey Metropolitan area, Gee
continues to work towards
encouraging the under
standing and appreciation
of jazz—America’s original
art form.
For additional infor
mation about the Jazz Club
of Sarasota and its pro
grams, visit www.jazzclubsarasota.com or call 941366-1552.

Rick Gee

eluded in the festival activ
ities will be Jazz on the
Bayfront on the grounds of
the Van Wezel Performing
Arts Hall, Jazz Caravan by
Trolley at eight Sarasota
jazz night spots, and three
outstanding concerts in the
Van Wezel with perform
ances by outstanding jazz
musicians. The Jazz Club
Board of Directors is
promising an outstanding
jazz festival in celebration
of their 25 years of bring
ing great jazz to the Tampa
Bay area.
Gee is a graduate of

Howard University and
The Graduate School of
Credit and Financial Man
agement at Williams Col
lege, Williamstown, Mass.
A life-long jazz enthusiast
and native New Jerseyan,
he has lived in St. Pet
ersburg since late 2002.
Before arriving on the
Florida jazz scene, Gee had
been a jazz concert pro
moter after his retirement
from the corporate world in
1996. However, prior to
the jazz music business,
Gee had accrued more than
35 years of diversified

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Book Drive For
Stetson To Present Free
People’s Law School Sessions Goodwill Childhood
Literacy Program
GULFPORT - Stetson legal information such as place, including what is
University College of cases, statutes, regulations permitted and what is pro
Starts March 1 - ----Law’s
People’s
Law
School will present free
programs in March and
April at its Tampa Law
Center, 1700 N. Tampa St.,
on timely legal issues.
• March 31, 6 p.m.,
"How to do free legal re
search on the Internet,"
Professor Sally Waters
• April 14, 6 p.m.,
"Harassment and discri
mination in the work
place," Professor Michael
Finch
The People’s Law
School is a continuing
series of free programs to
provide information about
legal issues of general
interest. The series is not
intended to offer legal
advice to individuals or
groups, or to substitute for
legal counsel provided by a
personal attorney.
RSVP to Stetson by
calling (813) 228-6625.
How to do free legal
research on the Internet
Professor Sally Waters
will discus how to find free

and government informa
tion for the federal and
state levels. She will cover
the best legal Web sites and
demonstrate how to use
them.
Professor Waters has
led the reference desk in
Stetson’s Law Library for
23 years. She teaches ad
vanced legal research and
has made presentations to
the National Association of
Law Placement, South
eastern Association of Law
Libraries, Central Florida
Association of Law Li
braries and the Tampa Bay
Library Consortium about
legal research and using
the Internet. She is a fre
quent
contributor
to
"Stumpers," an e-mail list
for hard-to-answer legal
questions.
Harassment and discrimi
nation in the workplace
Professor
Michael
Finch will provide an
overview of law governing
sexual harassment and dis
crimination in the work

hibited in the workplace
and the process of raising
complaints^
Professor Finch teach
es civil rights law and is a
practicing lawyer who has
handled these types of
cases. Finch is widely pub
lished and also teaches in
the areas of civil proce
dure, conflict of laws, ap
pellate practice, constitu
tional litigation, and law
and behavioral science. His
work has appeared in the
"Minnesota Law Review,"
the "Wisconsin Law Re
view," the "Ohio State Law
Journal," and the "Business
Lawyer." His work has
been cited by numerous fe
deral and state courts, in
cluding the U.S. Supreme
Court. In 2006, Aspen
Publishing Company will
publish "An Illustrated
Guide to Civil Procedure,"
a book Professor Finch is
co-authoring with Profes
sor Michael Allen.

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers
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Need Money For College?

l/lfe Can Help!
Call

UCATED FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS
at (727) 865-3688
or
.
-877-977-3374, ext. 104 or 105'

---------Linda Mobley
President

Donate new or like-new children's books or
volunteer as a reader

5th Annual Cajun/Zydeco
Crawfish Festival At Vinoy
Park Approaches---------------ST. PETERSBURG Enjoy a Cajun romp with
out the hassles of a swamp
at the 5th Annual Cajun
Zydeco Crawfish Festival
March 11-13 in Vinoy
Park, on the waterfront in
beautiful downtown St.
Petersburg. Whether you
are a closet Creole, dis
placed Cajun, or just plain
hungry for the music, food,
and spirit of the Bayou, the
Cajun/Zydeco Crawfish
Festival promises a lot of

everything over three funfilled days on the water
front. Festival goers can
snack their way through
10,000 pounds of crawfish
while six live bands dish
out some of the hottest
Cajun, Zydeco and Swamp
Pop sounds Louisiana has
to offer. Also come enjoy
the hot and spicy sauces
made by Chef Ivo from the
Food Network.
One-day passes to The
Cajun/Zydeco Crawfish

Festival are $10; children
ten years old and younger
are admitted FREE with an
adult. Tickets are available
at the Mahaffey Theater
Box Office and all Ticketmaster outlets. For ticket
information
call
the
Mahaffey Theater Box
Office at (727) 892-5767
or TicketMaster at (813)
287 8844 or (727) 898
2100. Tickets may be sub
ject to a nominal service
charge(s).

Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
A Firm Handling All Accident, Injury & Death Claims,
Premises Liability, Slip & Falls & Medical Malpractice
PINELLAS COUNTY
- A book drive to collect
children's books and attract
new volunteers for Good
will's BookWorks program
is now underway. During
March and April, people in
Hillsborough,
Pinellas,
Pasco, Polk and Hernando
counties are asked to do
nate new or like-new chil
dren's books or to consider
volunteering for this child
hood literacy program.
Tampa Bay's 10WTSP
TV, the St. Petersburg
Times Festival of Reading
and Magic 94.9 Radio are
sponsors of the book drive.
Goodwill's
BookWorks program reaches
out to preschool children
whose home environment
may not include books and
reading. Volunteers read to
groups of children ages 2-5
at Head Start centers and
other locations. After the
story time, each child is
given a personalized book
to take home, a feature that

differentiates BookWorks
from other reading pro
grams.
To donate books, at
tach a note indicating they
are for the BookWorks
program and drop them off
at any Goodwill store or
donation site. For store
and donation site locations,
call toll-free 888-2791988, or visit www.goodwill-suncoast.org. To vol
unteer as a BookWorks
reader, call Goodwill's
Community Relations at
888-279-1988, ext. 223.
The BookWorks pro
gram is designed to instill a
love of books and reading
in at-risk children to pre
pare them to succeed in
tomorrow's
workforce.
Because early childhood
literacy is linked to later
employability, BookWorks
supports Goodwill-Suncoast's mission of helping
people achieve their full
potential through the dig
nity and power of work.

727-461-HELP
Speak to an Attorney 24/7
For a Free Case Evaluation!
ATTORNEY IAN 60MEZ

Sosts
UinlessuY.oulWdN
!,
WSW

Ewaluatiprf!

Am

wflD

availableaya®
..........

answen

INJURY LAW
■

Hatk-lns Welcome

Handling - AM Accidents, Injury & Death Claims

©461-HELPl
1 The hfongofa lawyer is an Important decision that should not be based solely
;
upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written
information about our qualifications and experience. Fees computed before costs

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 10 - 16, 2005

TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)

Newly weds Mary and Willie Parker

THEY TIED THE
PROVERBIAL KNOT
IN A LAVISH, ELE
GANT CEREMONY
It was the perfect day for a perfect wedding with perfectly beautiful
people as guests - and a
perfectly excellent reason
for having it in the first
place. ‘Twas the elegant
ceremony uniting the for
mer Mary Dudley of our
town and Willie Parker of
Quincy, Fla.
The vows and boun
teous reception were
Saturday, the fifth of
March, two thousand and
five at noon, in the Raddison Hotel and Con
ference Center, 12600
Roosevelt Blvd. N., St.
Petersburg, Fla.
The nuptials were per
formed at poolside with
guests surrounding it.
The bride; looking like
she stepped out of
“Vogue,” wore a long,
beautiful navy blue gown,
with silver glittering
accessories all over her
tall, slender body, and a
happy smile on her face as
she walked arm-in-arm
with her escort and only
son, Tommie Jackson.
Mary’s two daughters,
Debbie Jackson and Linda
Jordan, served their moth
er as bride’s maid and
matron of honor respec
tively.

The groom, Willie,
looked ‘bewitched’ but
handsome in his white tux.
His brother, Larry Parker,
served his brother as best
man.
The nuptials were per
formed by Mary’s pastor,
. the Rev. Louis M. Murphy,
Sr.,
of
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Baptist
Church in our town.
Once the couple said
their “I do’s” and Willie
kissed his wife, guests
stood on their feet
applauding and rejoicing,
releasing live butterflies
and bubbles as they exited
to the elevator. The guests
followed them to the sec
ond floor. While there, the
guests sampled three types
of domestic imported
cheese garnished with
fresh fruit and gourmet
crackers to whet the
appetite. Shortly, the door
leading to the Milan
Ballroom opened to where
a pleasing-to-the-taste or
to-the-palate dinner was
waiting to be served.
After all guests were
seated, the wedding party
entered followed by the
newly weds. Deacon
Willie Dawson of Mt. Zion
Progressive
Church
blessed the food.
The menu included a
huge garden salad, chunks
of succulent filet mignon,
asiago-crusted
chicken

breast, grilled vegetable
medley, cheddar potatoes,
fresh baked rolls, ice tea
and/or coffee, and the cut
ting of the wedding cake
and ice cream. After the
hugging and introducing
themselves to everyone,
shaking hands and slap
ping backs.
After the toasting to
the couple with sparkling
eider, the fun began - the
“line dance” with the
happy bride and her
daughters leading the line.
It was fun all the way, with
disc jockey Don Bournes
“aka Red” spinning the
sides.
The wedding couple is
back in Quincy, Fla. as you
are reading this. They are
planning a honeymoon
cruise to Nassau the
Bahamas in the spring.
MY TOAST TO THE
BRIDE ‘N GROOM
Here’s an old Irish
blessing - it’s yours now.
“To keep your marriage
brimming, with love in the
loving cup, whenever you
are wrong, admit it;
whenever you are right,
shut up.”
PART OF THAT MAG
NIFICENT WEDDING
WERE:
Hostesses:
Bride’s
granddaughters, Shekeema
Jackson and Nakiyah
Capehart; Linda Gidron,
Joyce Harris and Ronnette
Roberts.
Wedding planner and
coordinator was Priscilla
Parker, the groom’s sisterin-law. She was a darling.
She threw herself into the
planning of the wedding as
if it were her very own.
The families of the
bride and groom were
from the following cities
and states: Florida: Miami,
Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale,
Quincy, Tallahassee and
Boca Raton. Cities in
Georgia included Wrens,
Keysville, Atlanta and
Louisville. Some were
even from Great Falls,
Montana.
Other friends and fam
ily included: Gibbs Class
of ‘65, Bay Pines Hospital
staff, Mt. Zion Progressive
Baptist Church ‘season
saints’ and a host of other
family members and
friends.
NOW,
WILUE AND MARY...
May the road rise to
meet you. May the wind
be always to your back.
May the sun shine warm
upon your face and the
rain fall soft upon your
fields. And until we meet
again, may God hold you
in the palm of His hand. .
***

UNTIL NEXT WRITE
AROUND, STAY
LOOSE!

City Officials And Others Showcase ‘Hidden
Talents’ For Palladium Benefit------- -------by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG A venue that showcases
local talent called on an
assortment of those indi
viduals to offer perform
ances at a fundraiser titled
"Don’t Give Up Your Day
Job." .
Actually, some of the
performers who donated
their talent to raise funds
for the Palladium Theater
last Friday probably could
ditch their day job, and
many do work in other
roles in the entertainment
field.
The performances were
eclectic. It was a variety
show with something for
everyone - from opera
lovers to rap fanciers and
points in between and on
the side. That reflected the
stated mission for the 882seat venue that opened in
1998 dedicated to support
Tampa Bay’s diverse per
forming artists and cultural
organizations.
Although the evening’s
program was part of a
fundraiser, preceded by a
$150 a plate dinner, Mark
Spano, the executive direc
tor said their main goal was
"growing the base of inter
est." He would prefer many
small donors to a few large
ones.

Spano sang "The Sun

DESIGNI
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Robert's Hair Salon
866-7070

anymore," I shut my eyes
and could have been back
in the best of the blues
clubs in Chicago decades

ago.

son for that.
During intermission,
Pridgen said he was so
nervous about performing
that he chose to ad lib for
his performance. His songs
were so good that this
reviewer was skeptical that
he would risk composing
them on the spot and
thought he was joking.
Finally, he said his wife,
who was standing beside
him, would vouch for him.
Well definitely, he is talent
ed and the Pridgens are a
nice young couple, an asset
to the community in many
ways.
There
were other
shocks as well.
Councilwoman Rene
Flowers came out in a flop
py hat, pants and a vest and

Financial Security

During Uncertain Times

BYDEQIQN"

Total Perfection
321-55

photos by Rassi

Helping Preserve
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Za-Lavar's
321- 1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
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321-8146
Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

St. Pete Times editorial writer Eric Deggans jams
on the guitar.

Gibbs’ Dr. Cody Clark sings the blues, accompanied by Mayor Rick Baker on guitar.

This reviewer would
ny Side of the Street" with
local playwright and direc definitely enjoy hearing
more songs from these two
tor Bob Devin Jones.
The first act in the spot if this event becomes annu
light was a trio featuring St. al.
Next, the Steinway
Petersburg Times editorial
writer Eric Deggans, Dan grand piano yielded to the
DeGregory, an editor at artistry of a commercial
Grand magazine, and landowner whose invest
Kerry O’Reilly, the manag ments have added 13,500
er of the Tampa Bay Times. jobs to the local economy.
With two on guitars and the Grady Pridgen, the son of a
third on drums, the trio piano teacher, said that at
began with a performance home he usually shared the
of Bill Wither’s "Use Me," piano bench with his four
followed
by
Public children when he plays. He
Enemy’s 1989 explosive played two beautiful songs
hit, "Fight the Power," that seemed unfamiliar.
which had many in the There was a shocking rea
audience rocking out.
Following this was St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick
Baker playing the guitar to
accompany Gibbs High
School PCCA Counselor
Dr. Cody Clark singing the
blues. Clark is also the
director of the acclaimed
Gibbs Gladiator Gospel
Choir. They selected the
old Billie Holliday tune,
"God Bless the Child," and
had piano accompaniment.
Clark, dressed in a dark
vest and glasses, used his
rich voice to deliver the old
truism that when you have
money, "you’ve got lots of
friends crying around your
More than 125 years of serving our
door" but when it’s gone
clients when they need us most.
"they don’t come around

Professional Hair Care Products
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The Weekly Challenger's own Rick Gee enter
tained the audience with a performance of "Quiet
Nights of Quiet Stars," by Antonio Carlos Jobim.
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sang Alicia Keys sultry
song, "Diary," getting the
audience to sing-along.
Mark Sforzini, princi
pal bassoonist of the
Florida Orchestra, left his
bassoon at home. Quipping
that his performance was
"direct , from 1997," he
appeared in gym shorts and
a sleeveless t-shirt with a
stack of hula-hoops that he
proceeded to gyrate in
every conceivable way
using every part of his
anatomy in changing com
binations. He brought
down the house when he
gyrated the hoops around
his waist while doing a
headstand.
Ventriloquist
Rick
Kriseman, a St. Petersburg
City Councilman, kept the
audience laughing as he put
his dog dummy, Skyler,
through the paces with the
old Abbot and Costello
baseball routine, "Who’s on
First?"
However, this sophisti
cated audience appreciated
any good performance and
one of the best was from
the petite and svelte sopra
no Julia Coulmas who has
sung opera in New York’s
Lincoln Center and is the
administrative assistant for
the Palladium. Standing
before the blood red cur
tains she flawlessly sang
about first love.
Of her performance,
Dick Crippen, the master of
ceremony with a day job as
executive director of devel
opment for the Tampa Bay

Devil Rays, could only say
to the audience that he felt
he was in Neverland.
Kay Lowe, a soprano
and USF professor per
formed a playful song from
an opera by the composer
Gioacchino Rossini with
Dr. Karen White, violinist
and USF regional chancel
lor. Using voice and violin,
the pair added their spin to
this comic classic duet that
mimics meowing cats.
Judith Alstadter, a con
cert pianist now affiliated
with Eckerd College, play
ed piano to accompany sev
eral other acts. However,
when she sat alone on the
stage at the grand piano and
began to play she sent notes
layered atop chords layered
upon notes into the space of
the theater until she had
filled it with sound that
seemed suspended and yet
moving continually toward
me. I could listen to her
play forever.
Dylan Glatthom, a
budding 17-year-old play
wright and PCCA student,
played and sang an original
composition from the sec
ond musical he has written.
There is not space to
review all the acts here. The
evening ended with jazz.
The Weekly Challenger’s
own Rick Gee, the presi
dent of the A1 Downing
Jazz Association, played a
beautiful rendition on his
flute of "Quiet Nights of
Quiet Stars," by Antonio
Carlos Jobim.

Are you
interested in writing for
The Weekly Challenger or
becoming one of our
photographers? If so,
please stop by the office o:

call us at
(727) 896-2922!

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Kio’s Co**1*

by Robert Goddard
Robert Goddard is a
6th grader at Academy
Prep of St. Petersburg. This
column is dedicated to the
writer’s
great-grand
mother, Viola White, who
passed away on Dec. 7,
2004.
Sometimes when a
person that you loved so
much is not there — a per-

son who’d been there all
your life and all of a sud
den is just gone - life is
really not the same.
I’m talking about my
great-grandma. This col
umn is to you, Viola White,
whose life ended Dec. 7,
2004. She was 97 years
old. If I could talk to you
right now, Grandma, this is
what I would say.

I slept late every morn
ing waiting for your kiss
and to hear you say, "Wake
up, baby." I could walk
right into the kitchen and
smell the fresh eggs frying
on the stove. When you're
not there, life seems un
imaginative.
Through the holidays I
missed you so much, my
throat seemed to choke
every time I thought of
you. It was like a parched
ice stuck in my throat. It
hasn’t been the same since
you passed.' I drop a tear,
every time I here your
name, Viola White.
Some nights I dream
of memories, like this one.
I was playing in the neigh
bor’s yard, and yes, I was
being hardheaded. You told
me I would get it, and boy,
I really got it. But after you
whooped me you hugged
me, kissed me on my fore
head, and told me that you
love me.
Great Grandma, I’ll
always love you. You’ll
never be forgotten. You
still dwell in my heart. See
you when my days are
over.

President Of Sweetbay
Supermarket To Speak At
Women's Symposium This
Month--------- ---------- ----- ------ST. PETERSBURG Businesswoman Shelley
Broader is the keynote

speaker for the Women's
Symposium! on March 24.
The 2005 Women's Sym
posium will be held from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Re
naissance Vinoy Resort.
This annual event, hosted
by the Women's Council of
the St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce
and presenting sponsor Ceridian, is held in celebra
tion df Women's History
Month.
Broader was named
President and COO of
Sweetbay Supermarket and
Kash n' Karry in June
2003. She spent 12 years
at Hannaford Bros. Co.
(HBC), another Delhaizeowned sister company
based in the Northeast.

Prior to moving to Florida,
Broader's most recent posi
tion was that of Senior Vice
President for Business
Strategy, Marketing and
Communications.
In 1997, following her
steady rise through the
company, Broader became
the Vice President,of Per
ishable Merchandising and
helped catapult Hanna
ford's image as the retailer
with the highest quality
food. That success, and
her love of strategy and
great food, moved Broader
into the top SVP strategy
role for Hannaford where
she managed the reposi
tioning, development and
implementation of Hanna
ford's current and very suc
cessful business strategy.
A native of Spokane,
Broader has a diverse array

of passions, all of which
have added to her success.
Her remarkable climb up
the corporate ladder led to
being featured in Debra
Pestrak's book "Playing
with the Big Boys: Success
Secrets of the Most Pow
erful Women in Business."
Copies of the book are
available for purchase
through the Chamber of
Commerce and at the
event.
For ticket information,
please call (727)821-4069
or go online at www.st
pete.com. For more infor
mation on the event or
about the Women's Coun
cil,
contact Women's
Council Chair, Cory AdlerLeidersdorff at (727) 7421757.

her

Pinellas County School News
In Brief
Eleven Pinellas Coun
ty Schools’ students will be
honored Friday, March 18,
at Ruth Eckerd Hall with
Yes I Can! Awards present
ed by the Suncoast Chapter
176 of the Council for
Exceptional Children. Yes I
Can! Awards celebrate the
achievements of children
and youth with disabilities
who have excelled in the
categories of academics,
the arts, athletics, commu
nity service, employment,
extracurricular activities,
independent living skills,
technology and self-advo
cacy. DITEK Corp, spon
sors the awards breakfast
each year. For more infor
mation, contact Karen
Voytecki, (727) 553-4874.
Pinellas
County
Schools will offer driver
education camps this sum
mer, which will cost $185.

The schools, dates, times
and contacts are as follows:
Beginning May 23:
Clearwater High: May
23-27 & 31, June 1-2, 6-9;
7:30 a.m.-l p.m.; Tom
Shaneyfelt, 298-1620.
East Lake High: May
23-27 & 31, June 1-3, 6-7;
8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Jim
McAvaddy, 942-5419.
Largo High: May 2327 & 31, June 1-3, 6-7; 8
a.m.-2 p.m.; Jim Casey,
588-3758.
. Northeast High: May
23-27 & 31, June 1-3 & 6,
7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Bill
Dudley, 570-3138.
Pinellas Park High:
May 23-26 & 31, June 1-2,
6-8; 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.;
Ralph Young, 538-7410.
St. Petersburg High:
May 23-27 & 31, June 1-2,
6-9; 7:30 a.m.-l p.m.; Jim
Mewha, 893-1842.

Beginning May 24:
Palm Harbor Univer
sity High: May 24-27 &
31, June 1-2, 6-9; 8 a.m.2:30 p.m., Bill Berry; 6691131.
Beginning May 31:
Countryside High:Mav
31, June 1-2, 6-9 & 13-15;
8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Bob
Stephens, 725-7956.
Beginning June 13:
Clearwater High: June
13-17, 20-23, 27-30; 7:30
a.m.-l p.m.; Tom Shaney
felt, 298-1620.
St. Petersburg High:
June 13-17, 20-23, 27-30;
7:30-1 p.m.; Jim Mewha,
893-1842.
For more information,
contact James Ewbank,
supervisor, physical educa
tion and driver education,
(727) 588-6078.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 10-16, 2005

5

The law firm Carlton, Fields, P.A. received their
Minnis Bar Diversity Award for their long success
record of diversity efforts. It began in the 1960s
when Reese Smith hired the firm,s first female
attorney, Sylvia Walbolt, who eventually became
partner. Walbot and Smith are pictured here.
photos by Rassi

Besides Perry (second from right), attendees of the banquet included attor
neys Desiree Demonbreun, Kimberly Madison, and Monica Williams.

Minnis
from front page

Turner expressed grati
tude for his parent’s deci
sion to "expose me to
diversity" in a program that
paired him with a white
family in St. Claire Shores
following the 1967 riots in
Detroit. He called the need
to expose everyone to
diversity "vitally impor
tant" today.
He is the incoming
president of the National
Bar Association (NBA)
and former president of the
State Bar of Michigan. His
extensive experience in
cludes labor and employ
ment law and government
relations. Among his nu
merous awards and honors
is that of being a fellow of
the American Bar Associ
ation, which less than one
percent of lawyers attain.
In a world where racial
discrimination makes it
difficult* for an African
American attorney to find
their first job, an individual
and a law firm received
Minnis Bar Diversity
Awards for the sea change
they made.
The Pinellas County
State Attorney Office

Characters
from front page
the audience will find the
stage framed by huge
scrims ("magical" screens
that shift from solid to
transparent) and backdrops
reproducing
Jonathan's
bold paintings. Jonathan's
characters then "step out"
of the paintings and into
the captivating three-di
mensional world William
has created and choreo
graphed.
Also of special interest
is singer and actress Marlena Smalls, who will ap
pear during the production
as Bessie Mae, one of
Jonathan’s most famous
paintings. Smalls is best
known for her role as
Bubba’s Mama in the 1994
Academy Award-winning
motion picture "Forrest
Gump."
As the first known ar
tist of Gullah heritage to
receivejormal training at a
professional art school,
Jonathan Green has creat
ed more than 1,700 works
that capture, in one way or
another, the unique African
American culture he con
siders his own. Jonathan’s
paintings are art rooted in
the Gullah heritage, a her
itage wrapped in themes of
family and community,
personal identity and ex
pression, race and culture.
It’s a particularly southern
imagery that explores life

(SAO) hired three black
attorneys in the years
before 1991. Since 1992
Bernie McCabe, the state
attorney for the Sixth
Judicial Circuit, has hired
25 lawyers of color.
A recital of McCabe’s
work habits of thoroughnesSj preparation and docu
mentation - that he prac
tices and teaches - drew
knowing laughter from the
audience.
McCabe joked that his
predecessor hired attorney
Darryl Rouson in 1981 and
despite the fact that he quit
after only one year, the
SAO continued to hire
more black attorneys. On a
serious note, he told the
audience that "for a long
time they had to make a
concerted effort" but that
changes in law schools
made it easier now to find
black lawyers to hire.
He
called
Judge
Michael A. Andrews a
poster boy for the SAO
because "Andrews became
a judge right out of the
office."
The law firm Carlton,
Fields, P.A. received their
Minnis Bar Diversity
Award for their long suc
cess record of diversity

and color in a way that the
South - with its often tur
bulent history of immigra
tion, slavery, war, preju
dice and acceptance understands with a real
intimacy.
"It's an honor for the
Tampa Bay Performing
Arts Center to host such a
wonderful example of art
being transformed into
performance," said Judith
Lisi, president of The Cen
ter. "The pairing of Jona
than Green's extraordinary
paintings with William
Starrett's dynamic chore
ography should be a truly
breathtaking experience."
Off the Wall & Onto
the Stage is presented by
Bank of America. The stu
dent performance is being
presented by Verizon.
Other production sponsors
include The Tampa Tri
bune, Ferman Community
Partnership and Black
Pages USA. For tickets to
the Tampa performance,
please call the center box
office at (813) 229-STAR
(7827) or toll free at (800)
955-1045. Tickets are on
sale now ranging from
$25-$40.
The production will al
so be shown in other cities
in Florida, Georgia and
South Carolina. For more
information, call (803)
799-7605, or visit the offi
cial Web site at www.dancingtheart.com.

An individual and a
efforts. It began in the law firm also received
1960’s when Reese Smith Minnis Bar Community
hired the firm’s first female Leadership Awards.
attorney, Sylvia Walbolt.
Goliath "Go" Davis,
She subsequently became the deputy mayor for the
the first female partner and city of St. Petersburg, re
was grateful when they ceived recognition for his
hired her because she need many years of work to
bring improvements, espe
ed a job.
"It’s going to be an cially to the economically
inspiration to us to do bet disadvantaged Midtown
ter, you can always do bet area.
The law firm Milcoter," Walbolt said. In accepting the award, she witz & Lyons received
said that the firm began recognition for their free
their initiatives because it after school program for
was "the right thing to do" disadvantaged children in
and that diversity brings the Clearwater area who
are in danger of dropping
"fresh voices" to the firm.
1 Carlton, Fields has out of school. The firm
ranked as number 47 of the pays certified teachers to
top 200 large firms nation come help the children
wide for hiring minorities, with remedial work and
Hispanics, and women, and homework.
To encourage kids to
the National Bar Associa
tion named the firm one of participate they "dangle in
the 10 best in the country. front of the children a car
The firm also began a di rot known as baseball,"
versity program at Stetson. Len Milcowitz said. They
They provide a $5,000 furnish the kids with their
stipend to a student and uniforms and equipment
bring a student into the and teach them how to play
the game. Now in their
firm for an internship.

sixth year the program
helps about 45 kids per
year.
Fundraising efforts by
the Minnis Bar were so
successful that they in
creased the number of
$1,000 college scholar
ships from two to five this
year. The recipients all plan
careers as attorneys or
judges.
They are: Safiya Mil
ler, a senior at St. Peters
burg High School who will
attend Harvard University;
Stacy Mytnick, a senior at
Seminole Senior High who
will attend University of
Florida; Chrystenn Wil
liams, a senior at Lakewood High School who
will attend Florida Agricul
tural and Mechanical Uni
versity; Duperies Zephyr, a
senior at Osceola High
School who will attend
Florida State University
and Jacana Parson a second
year student at Stetson
University College of Law.

IMPROVE

YOUR HOME

without painting yourself into a corner.
Our Equity AssetLine is the first step.
Time to spruce things up a bit? Use an Equity AssetLine ton Regions Bank to make improvements

to your home. Use the money for anything ton decorating to a major project or addition. Get a realty
low interest rate with no closing costs? And you may even write off the interest on your taxes. It's the
easiest way to make improvements. Call 1-800-REGIONS or visit our Web site at www.regions.com

to learn more about our Equity AssetLine.

♦-month fixed introductory rate of

tebwastfofriBerate

Borrow if to

2.90* 5.501 100%
after ♦ norths

of your hone's value

Everyday confidence.

Regions A.
BANK
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RECOLLECTIONS

by Frances Pinckney

Chore Services
Continues Clean Up
For The Elderly-----He had made the situa
tion all about his dogs and
himself, but the situation
was urgent and really
about his elderly mother,
who was homebound and
needed help in performing
daily activities of living.
She wanted to remain in
her home and could do so
with some help. But his
two large dogs posed a
problem. I am afraid of
dogs and I let the client’s
son know that I would not
try to do an interview with
his dogs inside the house.
A home health aide had
left earlier because of the
dogs.
I suggested that he put
the dogs in the fenced in
back yard. He said that he
did not like his dogs to be
outside in the elements,
^meaning wind, rain, snow,
Ute. I reminded him that he
[might be outside in.the ele' ments with his dogs if he
refused to cooperate.
The house was a mess,

of course. I’d made a
referral to the Pinellas
County
Opportunity
Council’s Chore Services
to clean up the home and
had made an appointment
to meet Ms. Johnnye Ruth
Carson, the site manager,
at the home. In difficult
situations I always mad a
home visit to help make it
easier to initiate services.
Ms. Carson did not
have a problem with the
dogs. She went right in to
do her paperwork and
paved the way for me to
get in to do my interview.
However, I got tough with
the caregiver and told him
the dogs would stay out
side during my visit and
when the aide came to do
her work. With Chore
Services thorough clean
up, Meals on Wheels,
homemaker services and
the son’s help, we were
able to maintain this client
in her home.
This was just one
client scenario that Ms.
Carson and I discussed, or
rather reminisced about
last week, when Chore
Services came to clean my
apartment. I must admit

■

that I felt a bit awkward
being the client but
Johnnye has a way about
her that makes you feel
right at home. She took
me down memory lane to a
case that neither of us will
ever forget, a couple that
were over- zealous garage
sales buyers. They literal
ly filled lip their hoe with
"stuff." I have to call the
city for the use of a dump
ster. It took Chore Ser
vices and Protective Ser
vice staff including me a
week to shovel out and
clean up the home. Their
daughter came to take
them back home and was
able to put the house up for
sale after chore Services
cleaned and did some
mending and fixing up.
Chore Services did a
great job on my apartment;
they even took out bags of
clothing etc to St. Vincent
De Paul thrift store for me,
and helped me to get rid of

Now
Available At The
Business
Center —
The BAC also offers a
variety of classes taught by
the Service Corps of Re
tired Executives (SCORE),
the Tampa Bay Black
Business
Investment
Corp., and the USF Small
Business
Development
Center. Just a few of the
topics include: Business
Assessments,
Business
Mentoring, Business Loan
Counseling and Assist
ance, and Steps to Start a
Business.
All sessions are con
ducted at 33 Sixth St. S,
Suite 301. For more details
on the programs being
offered, please call the
BAC at (727) 893-7387.

ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Busi
ness Assistance Center
(BAC) offers business
training and counseling
sessions to assist evolving
and existing small busi
nesses with business assis
tance. Most services are
free.
Monday through Fri
day, the Business Resource
Center is open to the pub
lic from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. It
has personal computers
equipped with business
software and Internet ac
cess, graphic workstations,
CD-ROM technology, in
teractive videos, and an
extensive business refer
ence library.

Wedding Dreams
Come True At
CASA-----------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- A local bridal salon has
donated 100 new wedding
gowns and bridal and tuxe
do shoes to the CASA
(Community Action Stops
Abuse) Collection Thrift
Store, locatedzat 1011 First
Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
The original retail
price of these gowns
ranges from $500 to
$2000. CASA is selling
the gowns for $95 each
with 100% of the proceeds
going to support its pro
grams for the survivors of

domestic violence. Store
hours are Monday - Friday
10 am - 6pm, and Saturday
10 am - 4pm.
For more
information regarding the
sale contact CASA Collec
tion Thrift Store Manager
Debbie Cappola - (727)
895-4912 x 140.
CASA’s mission is to
advocate for social change
by providing community
education, outreach sup
port, crisis intervention
and safe environments for
survivors of domestic vio

First State
Tournament Game
For SPC Men’s
Basketball Team Is
Today At 4 P.M.----The St. Petersburg
College men’s basketball
team plays in the first
round of the state tourna
ment in Marianna today
(Thursday, March 10), and
Titan hopes are high for a
repeat of SPC’s title-win
ning quest in 2002.
The Titans, champions
of the Suncoast Confer
ence,. square off at 5 p.m.
EST against OkaloosaWalton Community Col
lege, the Panhandle Con
ference runner-up. If the
Titans win, they’ll advance
to the 5 p.m. semi-finals on
Friday. The state champi
onship game is Saturday
evening at 8:30.
Results will be posted
on SPC’s Athletic Web
Page: www.spcollege.edu
/athletics.
Results also will be
available on the Web site
for Chipola College, the
host institution. Go to
www.chipola.edu and click
on the State Tournament
link.
In baseball, the Titans
did something last week
they haven’t done all sea-

son: They lost two in a row
Wednesday and Saturday,
to Florida College and then
Lake-Sumter CC, a Suncoast Conference oppo
nent. The losses snapped
SPC’s unbeaten streak at
20, leaving them at 21-4-1
and 0-1.
The Titans’ next home
game is Monday against
Polk CC. Wednesday
they’ll host Hillsborough
CC. Both are 7 p.m. con
ference games in Clear
water’s Carpenter Com
plex, a quarter-mile north
of Drew Street on Old
Coachman Road.
The softball team went
3-2 in the Polk CC tourna
ment over the weekend to
move its record to 22-10
and 2-4. The Titans’ next
home game is Tuesday at 5
p.m. against Suncoast
Conference opponent Pas
co-Hernando CC. They’ll
play in Clearwater’s Eddie
Moore Complex, on Drew
Street west of McMiillenBooth Road.
All SPC games are
free.

Sen. Les Miller To
Run For Congress

lence and their children.

some clutter.

If this sounds like a
testimonial for Chore Ser
vices, indeed it is. I ap
plaud them for outstanding
services over the years and
ongoing quality services,
which help to maintain
elderly clients in their
home. They made my
work easier when I was
doing social work for the
State of Florida.
The Area Agency for
Aging of Pasco-Pinellas,
Inc. under the older Amer
ican Act provides funding
for this service.
Ms.
Kathleen M. Russell is the
Project Director of Chore
Services Program and
Cilla Brown is the office
manager. Ms. Russell said
that each client receives
the specific amount of
services that they need
which creates a varied cost
of services.. Clients are
not required to pay for
service but they are en
couraged to make a dona
tion of any amount to help
the program continue.
They can be reached at
(727) 327-3091. Thanks
again to Toni and Johnnye
for doing a great job!!

——■IB
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Any Three Rooms and Hallway

$50.00
$15 each additional room

Scotch Guard, Deep Scrub, Heavy Stain Removal extra

Upholstery Cleaning
Sofa $40 • Loveseat $35

J&G Cleaning Co
727-895-9543

BUYING or
SELLING?

Cheryl Parker
REALTOR”

Onfui^i

ms

B

Mills First, Inc.
8601 4th Street North
St Petersburg, Florida 33702
Business (727) 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246
Cell (727) 798-5324
email: cheryl,partef8c21.com

-

Fatfi office H independent!* Owned aad Operatedisl

‘•Specializing In Result”

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS!
• Get your high school diploma by attending FREE
GED classes.
• FREE Child Care and Transportation are also pro
vided.
• Learn how to help your child in school.

Call EVEN START # (7X7) 552-1568
For the class nearest you.

Sen. Lesley “Les” Miller

TAMPA - State Sen.
Lesley "Les" Miller re
cently announced that he
will run for the U.S. Con-

“The friendliness
of the residents and

associates makes THE

Fountains feel

like

home instantly.”

Greg Bush

reg Bush, retired Fire Chief of St. Pete, (left to right), and Bud
Kathan, Air Force veteran share a common interest of surfing the
web in the computer lab at THE FOUNTAINS AT BOCA ClEGA BAY,
from emailing friends to checking out current events around the world.

G

Call or stop by our community today and enjoy a complimentary lunch.
Pick up your free 2005 Artists in Residence calendar.

“The Fountains
AT BOCA CIEGA BAY
1-877-767-8558 (toll-free)

Retirement Living • Assisted Living • Alzheimer s Care
Skilled Nursing Care available on site.
1255 Pasadena Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33707
www.thefountains.com

f’s")

gress, District 11. The seat
is currently being held by
Congressman Jim Davis,
who will not be seeking
reelection as he is seeking
a bid for the Florida guber
natorial race.
Miller says that his
chief aim is to restore peo
ple’s faith in the value of
hard work - by themselves
and their elected officials.
"My mother and father
used to tell me, ‘If you’re
not part of the solution,
you are part of the prob
lem.’ I want the people of
this district to know that
this candidate comes from
among them, walks with
them, shares the same
daily trials and victories as
they do, and share the
same dreams. This candi
dacy is about our strength
as a community and the
belief that our voices have
a right to be heard."
A veteran who served
in the United States Air
Force during the Vietnam
War, Miller was first elect
ed to the Florida House of
Representatives in 1992.
He currently serves as the
Democratic Leader of the
Florida Senate.

THE ART OF
LIVIN'

by Norman E. Jones II
(727) 895 - 4126

America's Black
History ’Year’ Begins
in '05 —----------------- —
(HIP) - For the past
five weeks, I have pro
duced, presented, promot
ed, written, and on com
mented on many Black his
tory programs and •events
that celebrated National
African American History
Month. Many readers have
expressed to me that we
should celebrate our his
torical contributions to
America in every month.
The publisher of The
Weekly Challenger, Ethel
L. Johnson, Editor Can
dace Clarke and I agree
with our readers.
Every two weeks,
readers of this column will
experience the Art of
Livin's words of Colored,
Negro, Afro-American,
Black American and Afri
can American history all
year long!
In January, we have th.e
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Federal Holiday. February
is
National
African
American Month. This
Month is America's Na
tional Woman History
Month - Black Woman
made history too! Next
month we will write about
Afro American literature.
We will introduce yon to
some Negro characters of
the past. In May, we will
address Negro religious
pioneers of the 20th centu
ry. June is the month for
marriages. I will tell you
about some that were his
toric in nature.
In July, we will talk
about a few of our contri
butions to America's inde
pendence. In August, we
will celebrate the econom?
ic history that Negroes
made during the post re
construction. September's
theme is Blacks in the Arts.
In October, the month
America celebrates Chris
topher Columbus Day, you
will find out the name of
the first African to come to
America. He landed very
close to our home in the
Tampa Bay Area. In No
vember, we will salute
some of out military he
roes. During December we
will make our own history
at the museum of fine art!
All of the information
you will read in this col
umn is available at the
University of South Flori
da - St. Petersburg Nelson

Poynter Memorial Library.
Ask Assistant Librarian,
Jim Schnur for "The
Norman E. Jones Papers"
and "The Norman E.
Jones, Jr. Black Heritage
Collection." "The Norman
E. Jones Papers" consists
of copies of newspaper co
lumns, miscellaneous proj
ects and proposals, corre
spondence, and photoco
pies of newspapers articles
by and about Norman E.
Jones. Forty audiotapes are
also included in this collec
tion. The Norman E. Jones
Black Heritage Collection
is a variety of African
American art galleries,
museum, directories and
ephemera related to Amer
ican histories throughout
the United States and
Canada. I collected over
1,000 documents during a
20-year odyssey.
Black people in this

country have a great, great
history. These columns
will feature Negro facts
and focus on local, region
al and national history. We
know about slavery and
civil rights, sports and
entertainment and educa
tion. Get ready for some
thing different. The history
you read here will be the
history you haven't heard
or read about before now!
Pay
attention... you
may be tested in January
2006.
Your suggestions and
comments are always wel
comed.
Black History Month
Extended Exhibits
Extended exhibits in
clude: the St. Petersburg's
Black History proclama
tions and Minson Rubin’s
Gibbs. High yearbooks
(1936-1968) at the St. Peersburg Museum of His
tory, the "Negro Pages" at
St. Petersburg College Midtown campus, and
working tools of Norman
E. (Down on Central Tampa) Jones at Enoch
Davis Center, and "The
Heritage Documents” at
the Art of Livin’Art
Gallery.
Norman E. Jones II can
be reached by mail by writ
ing: Historic Open Air
Station, Post Office Box 1034,
calling: (727) 895-41126 or
(mail:
normanjones@aol.com.

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires
Hairstyling
342711th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 10 - 16, 2005

The ‘Weekly Challenger’
Congratulates These Ebony Scholars
Achievers!
senior at St. Petersburg
High School. After gradua
tion, she plans to attend St.
Petersburg College to
major in nursing.
Jackson is a member of
the varsity cheerleading
squad at St. Pete High, the
German Honor Society and
Club, and Rho Kappa.
Michelle resides with
her mother, Elizabeth
Jackson.

Weems is a member of
the Pinellas County Urban
League’s "Nulites" pro
gram and also the National
Honor Roll and "Who’s
Who Among American
High School Students." He
also serves as vice presi
dent of the National Honor
Society.
Phillip resides with his
parents, Odell and Florita
Weems.

Kennetra Irby

Antoine D. Seay

Kennetra Irby is a
senior at in the St.
Petersburg High School
International Baccalaureate
program. After graduation,
she plans to attend the
University
of
North
Carolina (Chapel Hill) to
major in pre-med and
minor in Spanish.
She is a member of the
National Honor Society,
the Service Club, president
of her church and district
youth choirs and also
serves as president of the
Spectrum Club at St.
Petersburg High. Irby is
secretary of the Spanish
Honor Society and the St.
Petersburg NAACP Youth
Council.
Kennetra resides with
her parents, Kenneth and
Karen Irby.

Michelle Jackson

Michelle Jackson is a

Michael L. King II

Michael L. King II is
a senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
he plans to attend the
University of Central
Florida to major in mass
communication.
King is a member of
the Student Government,
the Future Business Lead
ers of America (FBLA),
NAACP Youth Council,
AKA Pathfinders, 3.0 Club
and also a member of the
New Hope Music Ministry.
He anchors the news on the
Saturday morning Fox "13
Magazine" program. He
attends the Poynter In
stitute journalism program.
He also won Lakewood
Homecoming King 2004-5
and was inducted into the
Hall of Fame at Lakewood.
Michael resides with
his parents, Michael L.
King Sr. and Trevella
Sparks.

Antoine D. Seay is a
senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
he plans to attend Florida
State University, but is
undecided about his major.
Seay is a member of
the National Honor So
ciety, Student Government,
and both the football and
track teams.
Antoine resides with
his parents, Gregory and
Deborah Seay.

Phillip Weems

Phillip Weems is a
senior at Gibbs High
School and a member of
the Pinellas County Center
for the Arts program
(PCCA). After graduation,
he plans to attend Florida
State University and major
in
Business
Admini
stration.

Bobbie Gaines

Bobbi Gaines is a sen
ior at Gibbs High School.
After graduation, she plans
to attend Bethune Cookman College, and then go
on to study law at Stetson
Law School.
Gaines is a member of
Alpha
Kappa
Alpha
Sorority Inc., "Who’s Who
Among American High
School
Students,
the
National Honor Roll, the
St. Petersburg College
National Achievers So
ciety, and is also a Mac J.
Williams scholar. In addi
tion, she serves as presi
dent of her church’s youth
committee.
Bobbi resides with her
parents,
Bobby
and
Carolyn Gaines.

___________ Our Health ____________
Colorectal Cancer: The Leading Cause of Cancer Among

African Americans
American women are
doing their best to fight off
cervical and breast caricers
- more than 80 percent of
women over 18 have had a
Pap test in the past three
years and more than 70
percent of women over 40
have had a mammogram in
the past two years. Most
women would agree that
these are uncomfortable
and often embarrassing
procedures, but they do
them because they know
they can save their life.
So why is it that fewer
than half of this country's
women and men over age
50 refuse to take similar
action to reduce their risk
of
colorectal
cancer
(CRC)? While some may
be resistant to an invasive
colonoscopy, there does
exist a simple, at-home
CRC screening test called
a fecal occult blood test

(FOBT).
What do the Pap test,
mammogram and FOBT
have in common? All may
be unpleasant, but all have
been clinically shown to
SAVE LIVES. In fact,
annual screening with a
multi-sample FOBT has
been shown to decrease
mortality by 33 percent
when compared with no
screening.
Increased
awareness surrounding the
importance of early detec
tion and regular screening
will empower those at risk
to put aside their fears and
hesitation and get them
selves screened.
African
Americans
have the highest death rate
from colorectal cancer of
any racial or ethnic group
in the United States. In
fact, colorectal cancer is
the second leading cause of
cancer-related
deaths

among African American
men and women in the
United States. Not only is
CRC a highly curable can
cer when caught early, it is
also a widely PRE
VENTABLE
cancer
through early screening.
. Although much has
been achieved in recent
years to encourage regular
colorectal
screening,
there's still work to be
done. Here's a look at the
sad truth:
• There are more than
76.5 million Americans
over age 50 who should be
screened regularly for CRC
- and it's estimated that
nearly half of them (41
million) go unscreened
each year
• Not all insurance
companies currently pay
for "screening" colono
scopies
• While recognized as

the gold standard in CRC
screening, it is estimated
that the maximum number
of colonoscopies that can
be performed each year is
8.2 million (due to limita
tions in trained profession
als and the technology
required for the proce
dure). This means that it
would take more than 10
years to screen everyone at
risk for CRC with a
colonoscopy.
The good news is that,
in just one year, all 41 mil
lion Americans could be
screened for CRC using
FOBT as a first pass, with
colonoscopies performed
only on those with positive
FOBT results.
Easy,
affordable, private and
accessible to all, FOBT is
not only effective in the
fight against CRC, it's a
cost-saving benefit to our
overall healthcare system.

Wanted: Unemployed Individuals,
Motivated and Willing To Work!
Success Training And
Retention
Services
($TAR$) Program is now
offering FREE employ
ment'skills and job training

workshops, along with job
placement assistance and
two years of continuing
support. No GED or High
School Diploma required.

Criminal record? No prob
lem. Workshops are filling
fast...CALL TODAY!
St. Petersburg Office:
(727) 453-6530; Clear-

water Office: (727) 4648486.

The Kingly Law According to the Scriptures
“You must love your neighbor as yourself.”

— James 2:8

DID YOUR VOTE COUNT?
Tell your story at these Televised Citizen
Hearings on Voting Issues

MHCKSBH HEWITTSag.

w.SERVICE

March 12th
Saturday: 2:00 to 4:00; Pinellas Park Public
Library, 7770 52nd St, Pinellas Park, FL
727-541-0718

“Get A Money Now Loan”
Locally Owned and Operated

t",Webb,s Raza
Midtown
385 8* Street South
(737)838-1321

Blockbuster
Center

Gulfport
Square

5004 34th Street Sot*
(727)8643925

March 19th
Saturday: 10:00 to 12:00 at the Sanderlin Center,
2335 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 727-896-4108

5006 export Boulevard
(727)321-1001

NEW February 2005 Wal-Mart Superstore. 3501 34th Street S.

__ ____
VOTE

<——

VOTE

i - The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

’s____

VOTE

Coalition Members:
Pinellas County Democratic Executive
Committee (organizing member), ACORN (Association of
Community Organizations for Reform Now), Alliance of Retired
Americans (ARA), CVVG (Citizen’s Vote Verification Group), DFA
(Democracy for America), Fair Campaign Practices Committee,
Green Party of Pinellas, Libertarian Party of Pinellas, NAACP of
St. Petersburg, Pinellas Progressives, Sojourner Truth Center, (par
tial listing).
For information, call 327-2796 or Coalition organizer, Arlin
Briley at 771-3705 or CVVG Coordinator Len Schmiege at 4901431. Initial web information at www.Pinellasprogressives.org
or www.CWG.info.

“l/lfe hold these truths to be
self-evident that all men are
created equal. ”

—/

Visit Us On The World-Wide Web at:
www.theweeklychallenqer.com

We Welcome

Your
Articles and

Related
Pictures of
Community

Interest

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A,
Ai

AI LAW

• Automobile Accidents
• Bankruptcy
• Divorce
• Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
• Wills & Probate
We bring you more than just great games — we bring you great minds, in each of the iast two years, the

SOUTH TRUST BUILDING
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based soley upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer to
send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

7

Florida Lottery has contributed over a billion dollars to education. Since our inception, the Lottery has helped
finance the construction of over 100 new schools and funded 220.000 Bright Futures Scholarships statewide.

To find out what the Florida Lottery is doing to help improve education in your area, visit our website.

www.flalottery.com
© 2004. Ronda lottery
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STATE NEWS
Lawmakers To Propose Millions To Shore
Up FAMU —---------------------------------------------TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - Two lawmakers said
they will seek millions in
state funds to help strug
gling Florida A&M Univer
sity, days after an inde
pendent audit showed the
school didn't balance its
books and often could not
track how it spent money.
Sen. Al Lawson and
Rep. Curtis Richardson,
both Leon County Demo
crats with ties to the school,
said they would seek funds
from the Legislature to
shore up the-university's
academic programs and
services like housing and
financial aid. Lawson esti
mated the proposed pack
age would total between $4
million and $6 million.
Gov. Jeb Bush said he
would consider any pro
posal, but was not yet sure
whether the school would
require state assistance. “I
don't know if there is any
mismanagement," he said
last week. “I've not been
apprised of a significant
problem."
The audit uncovered
gaps of tens of millions of
dollars
between
the
school's budgeting and ac
tual spending, but Larry
Reese, FAMU's vice presi
dent for administrative and
financial services, told
trustees that differences
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Sen. Al Lawson, a FAMU graduate, is pushing for
FAMU to receive more funding. The alumnus had
previously expressed a desire to become the college’s
next president. .

have been reconciled since
the auditors finished their
work.
“The Legislature is
going to have to be in a
position to actually bail
them out and put them on a
solid footing," Lawson
said.
Richardson
warned
lawmakers would be cau
tious. “We're going to have
to be assured that the proc
esses are in place to make

sure we're not throwing
good money after bad," he
said.
Acting FAMU Presi
dent Castell Bryant said
last week that she would
offer legislators those as
surances. She has drawn
praise from Bush and both
lawmakers for her work
since taking over for Fred
Gainous, who was fired in
September following a
tenure marked by book-

Tax Preparer Accused Of
Reparations Scam Charged With
Fraud —-------------------------------------------ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)
- A former Brevard County
tax preparer persuaded 10
black clients to claim
bogus deductions of up to
$86,000 for slave repara
tions, officials said.
Marguerite
Young
Smith, of Merritt Island,
was charged with 26 counts
of tax fraud. If convicted,
each count is punishable by
up to five years in prison
and a $250,000 fine. She
has pleaded innocent.
The fraud cost the gov
ernment
more
than
$650,000, including inflat
ing tax refunds for an addi
tional 11 clients, according
to court documents. All 21
clients will have to pay the
government back any mon-

ey they wrongly received.
“The taxpayer is ulti
mately responsible, even if
someone else does your
return," said Norm Mea
dows, a special agent for'
the Internal Revenue Ser
vice Criminal Investiga
tion.
IRS officials would not
say what Smith gained
from the alleged fraud.
The reparations scam
that 10 clients fell for has
been around for more than
a decade, officials said.
Its origins trace back to
the end of the Civil War,
when Congress passed a
bill giving freed blacks “40
acres and a mule" as resti
tution for their slavery. But
the bill was vetoed by

President Andrew Johnson.
Scammers circulate false
information that slaves'
descendants may be com
pensated for the historical
broken promise by filing
for tax credits. In 2001, the
IRS received more than
80,000 such claims, mostly
in the South - totaling more
than $2.7 billion in false
slavery reparation refunds.
Smith declined comment.
“Did she prepare tax
documents? Yes," said
Smith's attorney, Robert
Berry, adding other em
ployees wqrked in her
office. “Were they docu
ments the government is
now basing their claims,
on? I don't know."

Among those being recognized include former dean Sybil Mobley and Thelma Gorham, one of the first profes
sors of the school’s journalism program.
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
- In recognition of
National Women’s History
Month, the Florida A&M
University Division of Re
search is honoring all uni
versity women researchers
and highlighting several of
them on a special website,
http://research.famu.edu/w
hm. The "Spotlight on
Women in Research at
FAMU" website features
profiles and photographs of
various faculty members
who are conducting re
search in areas ranging
from science to history to
mathematics.
The site also highlights
a few of the early women
researchers at FAMU such
as former dean Sybil Mo-

Vendors, Volunteers
Needed for May
St. Lucie County Cul
tural Affairs Council and
the Zora Neale Hurston
Festival- Committee are
looking for vendors and
volunteers to participate in
their upcoming Zora Fest!
A Homecoming festival,
May 13 - 15 at Lincoln
Park Academy in Fort
Pierce.
Vendors
providing
food, gift items, arts and
crafts, music and more are
requested to contact the
St. Lucie County Cultural
Affairs Office for addi
tional information and to
reserve a space, (772) 4621767. The vendors will be
part of the daytime festival
event on Saturday, May 14
at LPA, 1806 Avenue I, in
Fort Pierce. Deadline for
vendors to register is May
1.

Volunteers, who can
assist during the festival,
are also asked to the con
tact the Cultural Affairs
Office. They will be man
ning tables, helping to set
up stage events, distribut
ing flyers and more.
Zora Fest! A Home
coming is the first annual
festival recognizing the lit
erary achievements and
the life of the late author
Zora Neale Hurston, who
died in Fort Pierce in
1960. The festival will
consist of guest speakers,
literary discussions, book
signings, children’s pro
grams, music, tours, and
the dedication of a garden
to Hurston. The festival
was originally scheduled
for last October, but Hur
ricane Jeanne interrupted
the schedule.

Cairns Foundation Director Sonja Wadsworth, Dr. James Cairns and his wife,
Anna Maria, make a check presentation to Bethune-Cookman College Vice
President of College Advancement Sumner Hutcheson III.
career, I want to share some tors in subsea markets. His dent serving an internship
of my experience and re company, Ocean Designs there.
sources."
Inc. has one of its four
Following his check
Cairns, a noted physi worldwide offices located presentation, Dr. Cairns
cist and oceanographer, in nearby Ormond Beach hosted a workshop, "How
pioneered the use of electri and currently has a Beth to Create and Develop In
cal wet-mateable connec- une-Cookman College stu- ventions" sponsored by the

National Science Founda
tion's STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) program.
Cairns meticulously went
through the process of in
venting, starting with the
"simple beauty" of an orig
inal idea, followed by fund
ing the development, re
ceiving a patent, and above
all, maintaining persist
ence. In the past 20 years,
Dr. Cairns' inventions have
generated over $200 mil
lion in sales.
"Inventing is an avenue
for people to have a big
success," Cairns said. "I
think there's a higher prob
ability of success than try
ing to be a baseball star or a
rock star."

Cairns Foundation Contributes
Funding And Expertise To
Bethune-Cookman College —DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. - The Bethune-Cook
man College School of
Science, Engineering and
Mathematics recently re
ceived an $8,000 grant
from the Cairns Foundation
to benefit students major
ing in Physics and Com
puter Engineering.
Prior to delivering a
workshop in the Science
Lecture lab on Feb. 11, Dr.
James Cairns presented the
gift, which will be distrib
uted equally between two
students in those respective
majors.
"Our intentions are to
support and mentor prom
ising young students," Dr.
Cairns said./'As I'm getting
closer to the end of my

keeping problems and
other disputes.
Bush said the state
should work to protect stu
dents at the state's only
public historically black
university. “FAMU has not
reached its potential," he
said.
“It is a great university
with really talented stu
dents, and the adults
haven't completely fulfilled
their part of the bargain yet.
And these young people
are suffering because of it,"
Bush said.
Lawson said the pro
posal wouldn't include
money for the school's ath
letics departments, which
auditors said will lose $3.5
million this year. The
school had to drop a pro
posed move up to Division
I-A football because of
money problems.
Lawson, a FAMU
graduate, last year ex
pressed interest in becom
ing president of the univer
sity, but has since said that
he's not qualified for the
post. But Richardson,
whose district includes the
FAMU campus, said “the
university needs someone
like Senator Lawson," pos
sibly in another executive
role.

FAMU Celebrates Women’s History Month
With Tribute To Women In Research--------

bley known for her vis
ionary leadership in devel
oping the nationally-renowned School of Business
and Industry, and Thelma
T. Gorham, one of the first
two professors staffing the
department of journalism
founded in 1974.
Women researchers at
FAMU are demonstrating
their capabilities through
articles in refereed jour
nals, presentations and lec
tures at national and inter
national conferences, U.S.
patents and service on
national advisory boards.
"Women’s
History
Month gives us a special
opportunity to recognize, a
portion of our faculty who
are making significant con-

“Question
everything.
Every stripe,
every star,
every word
spoken.
Everything.”
-author
Ernest J.
Gaines

tributions . to
society
through their research,"
said FAMU Interim Presi
dent Castell Vaughn Bry
ant. "We have a pool of tal
ented faculty researchers
who are frequently sought
for their experience and
expertise, and we are proud
that they are a part of the
FAMU family."
FAMU is the largest
single-site
Historically
Black College or Univer
sity (HBCU) in the nation.
There are over 650 faculty
members, the majority of
whom are engaged in sci
entific research and collab
orations supported by ex
ternal funding sources at
the federal, state and local
level. Under the leadership
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of Phyllis Gray-Ray, Vice
President for Research,
FAMU principal investiga
tors were awarded single
and multi-year contracts
and grants exceeding $100
million during the 20032004 period.
"A significant portion
of our faculty members are
women who are pursuing
and securing research fund
ing in areas of great de
mand and areas where ex
treme disparities exist,"
said Gray-Ray. "Their re
search activities are con
tributing greatly to the
overall success of the uni
versity."
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NATIONAL NEWS
March
from front page
killed as she drove Civil
Rights workers back and
forth from Selma to Mont
gomery. She was a white
housewife from Detroit, who
came to Selma to join us to
serve food to the Marchers,
after seeing Bloody Sunday
on national TV. They killed
her here on the night of
Alabatna police attack Selma-to-Montgomery
March 25, 1965." Cong.
Marchers, 1965.
John Lewis was the 21 year
old student chairman of
(SNCC)
Student
Non
Violent Coordinating Com
mittee, that was leading the
march with Rev. Hosea
Williams of the Southern
Christian Leadership Con
ference.
On the TV monitor,
SNCC student leaders are
being viewed, by everyone
on the buses, being critical
Alabama officers await demonstrators at the
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Edmund Pettus Bridge.
Jr., for organizing the march.
Dr. King is the founding
president of the (SCLC)
Southern Christian Lea
dership Conference, with
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth,
Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery,
Rev. Dr. Ralph David
Abernathy, Rev. C.K. Steele
and other ministers.
Lewis voice suddenly
raised as he stood and shout
ed, "Pause the TV tape right
John Lewis, SNCC (kneeling), Hosea Wdliams,
here! It is important that SCLC (kneeling), and Andy Young, SCLC (standing)
everyone understands that I
are in front of Brown Chapel (movement headquar
ters), as they preach and pray for freedom.
took the position that Dr.
King was right and I stayed around the word "nigger" State Troopers and Sheriff
to participate in the March as couched in the tones of Jim Clark deputized posse."
an individual and not in the intimidation and imminent He explained that "Albert
official capacity of Chair death as only the "Ante Turner, another young civil
man, of SNCC." Lewis bellum South" could do it, rights activist, wanted us to
explained, "The SNCC with everyone seemed to be take Jimmy Lee Jackson’s
body and place him on the
drew its support of the touched to the core.
Reality set in at warp Capitol steps of Gov. George
March, left Selma and went
to Montgomery where they speed! Instantaneously, we Wallace Office."
Democratic Congressunsuccessfully tried to take were in a time machine,
on Gov. George Wallace. thrown face to face with the woman Shelia Lee Jackson
This is where I took the posi ugly monstrosity of Jim of Houston, Texas (who has
tion 40 years ago and today Crow and Institutional Seg roots in St. Petersburg),
that SNCC gave up their regation that confronted the sighed in the fullness of
right tp criticize SCLC and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther being overwhelmed by the
Dr. King, when they with King, Jr. and those beaten history of walking across
drew support and boycotted and killed in this historic Edmund Pettis Bridge.
Her arms locked with
the March." Many of the march, 40 years ago. We
faces on the bus seem dumb were suddenly watching the Sen. John Allen of Virginia
founded, as we were now outer clothes of racism when to her left, me to her right,
being educated for the first it was politically, socially my right arm locked with
time of what actually hap and institutionally correct to Linda Rob, daughter of
pened in Selma prior to this act this way. Cong. Lewis President Lyndon Baines
historic March by Lewis, the said to me, "The fact that Johnson. Cong. Maxine
student and now teacher of people are not giving up; the Waters, Cong. Barbara
American history. "We start fact that there is a sense of Boxer, Cong. John Lewis
ed out with SCLC and the optimism and enthusiasiam and Sen. Bill Fritz, Republi
descent people of Selma. is what this 40th Anniver can from Nashville, Tenn.,
Some 600 in number and no sary Crossing of the Majority Leader of the
one else, yet God was with Edmund Pettis Bridge and Senate formed the center of
the Reenactment of the the front line, directly in
us," proclaimed Lewis!
The video was restarted Selma to Montgomery Vot front of us, as we marched
as the caravan of buses con ing Rights March means to up Edmund Pettis Bridge,
tinued down Hwy. 80. White me!" Lewis then pointed to these forty years later.
Jackson reflected "This
and African Americans rid Albert Turner on the TV
ers cringed as they viewed monitor, who was speaking is unspeakable and inde
the TV documentaries which about the death of his friend, scribable and causes me a
reflected mammoth overt Jimmy Lee Jackson. Lewis sense of breathlessness."
displays of racism that was recounted, they "shot Jimmy We’re here today to pay
pervasive of that "day and Lee Jackson point blank, homage to the unknown and
time." As Selma’s, Dallas while he was covering his unnamed; names the vast
County’s Sheriff Jim Clark mother to protect her from majority the American pub
and his officers hurled being beaten by the Alabama lic will never know." Jack

son pronounced "Too few beaten on the Edmund Pettis
people are willing to stand Bridge 40 years ago. "It is
on the side of right. Forty because of what happened
years ago, people took beat here in Selma 40 years ago,
ings, sacrificed their dignity that I’m now fighting for
and their fives to do what equality and against oppres
was right. Congress can do sion in Africa. That’s why I
no less, America can do no was motivated to write and
less, and human beings can send to the Senate floor the
do no less!"
"Sudan Act", to stop the suf
Democratic Congress- fering and killings of mil
woman Maxine Waters of lions of Sudanese, whose
Los Angeles, Calif., electri experience parallels today,
fied the crowd of thousands what African Americans
outside historic Brown’s experienced in Selma 40
Chapel AME Church in years ago on the Edmund
Selma prior to the march. Pettis Bridge!"
Brown’s Chapel is the Inside Brown’s Chapel AME
church where the (SCLC) Church, which was packed
Southern Christian Leader with standing room only, it
ship Conference under Dr. was an impressive sight to
King, organized and held see young white students all
mass rallies for the historic over the place. Like their
Selma to Montgomery black counterparts, they
March of 40 years ago. Con came from every state, every
gresswoman Waters, read race, every faith and nation
the signs she saw being held to participate in this re
by marchers in the crowd. "I enactment of the "Crossing
see a sign that says, of the Edmund Pettis
Members of Congress - Do Bridge." Harry Belafonte,
Not Cut Housing, I see oth the Bishop of South African,
ers that read, Members of Andrew Young, Dorothy
Congress - Do Not Cut the Cotton, Diane Nash, Dr.
Disabled, Members of Bernard LaFayette, Rev.
Congress - Save Section 8, Jesse Jackson, Rev. Fred
Members of Congress- Shuttlesworth, former Gov.
Support Civil Rights/Feed Si'gleman, Linda Robb,
the Children, Members of daughter of President Lyn
Congress - Save CDBG don Baines Johnson and
Funds, Members of Con countless others joined with
gress - Vote Against the the 40 Members of Congress
Bush Cuts, Members of in fisting to the keynote
Congress-Don’t March With speaker of the day, Rev. C.T.
Us Today & Vote To Cut Vivian.
The Rev. C.T. Vivian
Tomorrow; CDGB, Hous
ing, Education for Our praised Dr. King and Rev.
Shuttlesworth. "If it wasn’t
Children!"
Waters said, "I want to for Fred Shuttlesworth hold
thank you for not allowing ing Birmingham to the
us to come here today and moral fire, we would not be
get a free ride, but have here today." "Dr. King was
given every member of the prophet that ushered in a
Congress here today, Re new order, a new way of
publican and Democrat, our looking at each other and
marching orders on what to under his leadership we
do when we get back to changed America, America
didn’t
change
itself.
Washington D.C."
Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, Prophets sent by God and us
president emeritus of SCLC, religious folk who follow
spoke vehemently to the their moral appeals is who
crowds and the Congres determines the destiny of
sional delegation on the man on this earth and not
steps of Brown’s Chapel politicians and financiers.
AME Church,
saying, Martin was God’s prophet!!"
"Don’t go back to Wash Standing ovations and
ington and turn your backs shouts of praise resounded
on the Dream, but strength throughout Brown’s Chapel.
Congressman John Le
ened and extend the 1965
Voting Rights Act when it wis and the Rev. Vivian
comes to the. floor of appealed to the crowds Congress!" The crowd of "We wrote the Voting Rights
thousands shouted back in Act in Selma, President
approval, "Extend the Voting Johnson just signed it in
Rights Act"! Newly elected Washington, D.C."
. John Lewis then took us
president of SCLC, Charles
across
the Edmund Pettis
Steele struck a cord with the
crowd, proclaiming "Don’t Bridge, stopping to at one
be fooled yall, we’re not point, to tell us "this is where
.free, yet. We won’t be free the State Troopers and
when we cross Edmund Sheriff Clarke beat us all the
Pettis today, but we can be way back to Brown’s
free when we all wake up to Chapel. How I got back
the games that be played to there I don’t know. I know
undermine our freedom!"
that 17 of us were hospital
Republican Sen. Bill ized, some were killed here
Frist, a majority leader of the but this day we know it was
Senate, spoke vociferously not in vain."
of his commitment to the
legacy of those who were

Georgia Beauty Queen Goes
On Trial For Murder

Sharron Nicole Redmond is seen in a police mug shot
in Savannah, Ga.
by Russ Bynum
Associated Press Writer
SAVANNAH, Ga.~ (AP)

- A beauty queen shoots
and kills her two-timing
boyfriend in a confronta
tion outside the other
woman's home - it's a story
of soap-opera drama with a
key question unresolved.
Did Miss Savannah
Sharron Nicole Redmond
fire in a jealous rage or in
self defense?
A jury will be asked to
determine the answer. Jury
selection was set to start
Monday in the murder trial
of Redmond, 23, who has
admitted firing the shot that
killed boyfriend Kevin
Shorter on Dec. 16, 2003.
Her attorney says Red
mond pulled the gun
because she was threat
ened.
Finding an impartial
jury could prove impossi
ble in this coastal Georgia
city. Redmond's story lept
from front pages of the
Savannah Morning News
to national news wires,
Internet blogs, Web sites,
and CNN's scrolling tick
ers.
“Because of all the
media attention, we may
not be able to get a jury
picked," Superior Court
Judge Michael Karpf
warned at a recent hearing.
In that case, the trial would
be postponed and moved to
another city.
Before the shooting,
2003 had been a year of
success for Redmond, who
grew up in a middle-class
neighborhood on Savan
nah's west side.
She had graduated
summa cum laude from
Spellman College, a histor
ically black women's
school in Atlanta, earning
her degree in an impressive
three years. She returned to
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Savannah to work as a high
school teacher.
Redmond also finished
runner-up in the 2003 Miss
Savannah pageant. Winner
Andrea Bailey passed the
crown to Redmond in
August after winning the
Miss Georgia pageant, a
preliminary to the Miss
America pageant.
Four months later,
Redmond was charged
with murder, posting a
$25,000 bond to stay out of
jail. She faces an automatic
fife sentence, if convicted.
Shorter, 25, had returned to
Savannah to pursue a
career as a music producer,
after playing football at the
City College of San Fran
cisco. He had dated Red
mond since she was in high
school and had given her an
engagement ring.
But Shorter also had
given a ring to Rachel Hall.
“We were supposed to get
married in July this year,"
Hall, 24, testified at a pre
liminary hearing in Feb
ruary 2004.
, Hall skid Redmond
learned in 2003 that she
was also dating Shorter. On
Dec. 16, Hall was at home
when Shorter called with a
warning.
“He just called to tell
me not to open the door,
because Nikki is coming
over. He said she was
gonna kill me, then him,"
Hall testified, using Red
mond's nickname.
Hall said she didn't
take the warning too seri
ously, noting Shorter had
lied to her before. Soon
after, Redmond pulled her
car into the driveway and
the two women began to
talk on the porch.
Redmond introduced
herself: “I'm Nikki, and
you know about me and
Kevin. It's time for you to
know about us, we were
dating."
Then Shorter arrived,
furious at Redmond. Hall
testified that Shorter shout
ed at Redmond: “I don't
want to be with you. I'm
with Rachel."
Hall testified that Red
mond then returned to her
car and pulled out a pistol,
a .40-caliber semiautomat
ic, before saying, “What,
nigger, what?" as she
cocked the handgun and
walked toward Shorter.
Redmond told police
she only drew a gun after

Shorter advanced to hit her.
Hall denied that Shorter
threatened anyone, but said
she tried to stop Redmond
from shooting.
“I put my arm over
hers and said, 'Nikki, don't
lose your life over Kevin.
He's not worth it,"' Hall
said.
According to Hall,
Redmond got into her car
and began backing out of
the driveway, while Shorter
walked to his own car. Hall
said she went back inside
the house, then heard a gun
shot.
Redmond fired from
her car window and drove
away. The bullet scraped
Shorter's car, struck him in
the right buttock and
passed through his upper
thigh, piercing his femoral
artery.
“She said she didn't
point it, aim it at him... and
she stated she didn't think
she shot him," police
Detective Frank Chisholm
testified at the same hear
ing. “She stated that she
shot the gun because she
thought Mr. Shorter was
reaching into the car for his
gun."
Redmond told police
Shorter kept a gun in his
car. However, the only
firearm that investigators
found was Redmond's miles from the shooting
scene by the front steps of
her cousin's house.
. Shorter died three days
after the shooting.
Assistant District At
torney Ann Elmore and
Redmond's defense attor
ney, Michael Schiavone,
both have declined to com
ment on the case. A judge
imposed a gag order on
witnesses two weeks after
the shooting.
Immediately after the
shooting,
Schiavone
launched an aggressive and
public defense of Red
mond. He said she had a
permit for the gun and car
ried it because another
man, a convicted killer, had
been stalking her.
Schiavone also said
Redmond felt threatened
by Shorter when he con
fronted her that night.
“She was placed in the
position where he physical
ly and aggressively came at
her," Schiavone told The
Associated Press on Dec.
18. “And she felt com
pelled to defend herself."
The Miss Savannah
pageant never revoked
Redmond's crown. Citing
negative publicity sur
rounding the shooting,
organizers canceled the
pageant last year.
This year, the pageant
is advertising a new title Miss First City, a reference
to. Savannah as Georgia's
founding settlement. Orga
nizers declined to discuss
the change, but said they
won't crown a Miss Sa
vannah in 2005.
“No, we're not," said
David Whidden. “We are
not
having
a- Miss
Savannah pageant this
year."
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Tens Of Thousands Said Raped In East Congo

AIDS May Kill 80 Million Africans By 2025 —

by Bryan Mealer
Associated Press Writer
KINSHASA, Congo Militiamen and renegade
soldiers have raped and
beaten tens of thousands of
women and young girls in
eastern Congo, and nearly
all the crimes have gone
unpunished by the coun
try's broken judicial sys
tem, an international hu
man rights group said
Monday.
Hundreds of new raffes
are reported every week,
but only 10 soldiers and
militants have been con
victed of rape in relatively
lawless eastern . Congo
since the end of the coun
A woman and her family prepares food in the town of Bunia, eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo on Sunday, March 6. Militiamen and renegade soldiers have
try's devastating war in
brutally
raped and beaten tens of thousands of women and young girls in eastern
2002, New York-based
Congo,
and
nearly all the crimes have gone unpunished by the country's broken
Human Rights Watch said
judicial system, an international human rights group said Monday March 7,
in a report.
2005.
"Perpetrators of sexual
AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam
violence are members of young girls - some to the
The United reported ure to see rape as a crime
virtually all the armed point of death - as their Saturday that Lendu militia make it impossible for the
forces and armed groups families
helplessly in the northern Ituri few prosecutors to pursue
that operate in eastern Con watched, the report said.
province had kidnapped rapists, said Juliane Kip
go," according to the 52At least 10 women thousands of people and penberg, researcher and
page report.
were being raped every day used many of them as sex spokeswomen for Human
"The Congolese justice in the tiny, embattled town slaves.
Rights Watch.
system has to date failed to of Bunia as recently as
In some cases, even
"Prosecutors
rarely
address the egregious prob October 2004, according to boys and men were being have the support or the
lem."
raped by armed groups.
funds to properly do their
the report.
Rape is often a pre
Warring ethnic Hema
In all, the report states jobs," , said Kippenberg.
ferred weapon of armed and Lendu militia continue that "tens of thousands" of "Most of these cases even
groups fighting the east's to terrorize Bunia - kicking rapes had been reported, tually get thrown out. The
myriad battles, as it was down doors in the night and many more are be justice system is failing
during the 1998-2002 war - and snatching girls in the lieved to have gone unre these people."
Monday’s report quotes a fields - despite the presence ported.
Kippenberg said many
World Health Organization of thousands of U.N.
Despite the creation of young girls are also too
study that documented over peacekeepers based there.
a transitional government afraid or embarrassed to
40,000 rapes in two eastern
Peacekeepers in Bunia in 2003 that ended Congo's report rape to their parents
provinces during the con have also been accused of five-year war, the long arm or to military authorities in
flict.
raping young girls living in of the law has yet to reach the region. Many die from
Marauding
gunmen the town's sprawling camp the troubled east.
lack of medical attention
gang-raped children as for those displaced by
Outdated rape laws, after being raped, and some
young as 3-years-old and fighting or trading sweets lack of police and criminal commit suicide rather than
often raped women and and pocket change for sex. courts and widespread fail- seek help.

ADDIS ABABA (AP)
- More than 80 million
Africans may die from
AIDS by 2025, the United
Nations said in a report
released last Friday, and
infections could soar to 90
million - or more than 10
percent of the continent's
population - if more isn't
done soon to fight the dis
ease.
More than 25 million
African have been infected
with HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS. UNAIDS es
timated that nearly $200
billion is needed to save 16
million people from death
and 43 million people from
becoming infected, but
donors have pledged no
where near that amount.
In its report, "AIDS in
Africa," the U.N, agency
examines three potential
scenarios for the continent
in the next 20 years de
pending on the internation
al community's response.
Researchers
deter
mined that even with mas
sive funding and better

treatment, the number of
Africans who will die from
AIDS is likely to top 67
million in the next two
decades.
"What we do today
will change the future,"
concluded the report,
drawn up by some of the
world's leading experts on
HIV and AIDS. "These
scenarios demonstrate that,
while societies will have to
deal with AIDS for some
time to come, the extent of
the epidemic's impact will
depend on the responses
and investment now."
The three scenarios
include a best-case situa
tion, a middle-case and a
doomsday scenario. They
all warn that the worst of
the epidemic's impact is
still to come.
"There is no single pol
icy prescription that will
change the outcome of the
epidemic," the report stat
ed. "The death toll will
continue to rise no matter
what is done."
Under the worst-case

scenario, experts have plot
ted current policies and
funding over the next two
decades.
"It offers a disturbing
window on the future death
toll across the continent,
with the cumulative num
ber of people dying from
AIDS increasing more than
fourfold," it says. "The
number of children or
phaned by the epidemic
will continue to rise be
yond 2025."
While there is no cure
for HIV or AIDS, anti
retroviral drugs can allow
sufferers to live a normal
life. Such drugs, though,
are too expensive for most
Africans, who live on less
than a dollar a day and
don't have access to mod
em health care.
Experts have said do
nors' money needs to be
spent to train more health
workers, develop better
clinics and subsidize med
ications as well as promote
more prevention programs.
AIDS already has a devas-

tating impact on Africa.
UNAIDS has reported
that, life expectancy in nine
countries has dropped to
below 40 because of the
disease. There are already
11 million orphans because
of AIDS, while 6,500 peo
ple are dying each day. In
2004, 3.1 million Africans
were newly infected, the
agency said.
"If by 2025, millions of
African people are still be
coming infected with HIV
each year, these scenarios
suggest that it will not be
because there was no
choice," the report said. "It
will be because, collective
ly, there was insufficient
political will to change
behavior at all levels, from
the institution, to the com
munity, to the individual,
and halt the forces driving
the AIDS epidemic in
Africa." *

Hundreds of experts
and people living with the
virus helped draw up the
report.

South Africa’s Capital Renamed Tshwame
PRETORIA,
South
Africa - In a symbolic
break with apartheid, offi
cials in South Africa's capi?
tai voted Monday to
rename the city Tshwane,
retaining the name Pretoria
for the city center only.
The decision was taken
at a special meeting of the
governing African National
Congress-dominated met
ropolitan council, the
South African Press Asso
ciation reported.
"By embarking on this

process and project of
transformation, our country
is making a clear distinc
tion between the old and
the new, the past and the
present," Executive Mayor
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa
was quoted as Saying dur
ing a four-hour debate.
The city of 2 million,
established by white set
tlers in 1855, was named
after Andries Pretorius, a
leader in the Afrikaners'
"Great Trek" into the interi
or of the country. Tshwane,

which means "we are the
same," was the name used
by some of the region's ear
liest African settlers.
The South African
Geographic Names Coun
cil is expected to approve
the change when it con
venes in October and begin
the process of changing the
city's name on maps.
Monday's vote is the
latest in a series of geo
graphic name changes
since South Africa's first
all-race elections in 1994

ended decades of whiteminority rule.
The government says
South Africans should not
have to live in cities, towns
and streets named after the
people responsible for their
racial oppression.
Opposition councilors
argued Monday that the
process was a waste of
money, and said the move
to rename Pretoria threat
ens to split the capital
along racial lines.

OBITUARIES
GOD HATH NOT PROMISED
God hath not promised skies always blue
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives
through;
God hath not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
But God hath promised strength for the
day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love...

EXER
CISE
DAILY WALK
WITH
THE
LORD!

_L CALVARY
CATHOLIC
1 CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

11801 - U.S, 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

Now Open in St. Pete
Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Serenity South

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE

t

(Cg

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

Elder L.

Lavelle

Thomas,
Sr.

Founder/

Executive

Director

Available

24 Hours

1 jtaJqmAwt

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
"The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor
Daniel B.

Savage III
Executive

GOD IS THE ONLY ONE
INA POSITION TO LOOK
DOWN ON SOMEONE
"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

Vice
President

Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

J Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You! I
We are offering

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home

FREE CASKETS

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church----------"Preserve me, O God,
for in You I put my trust.”.

to learn more of God’s

Psalm 15:1"

Christ-like.

Word and strive to be more

Our

p.m. If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us for

early

two power-packed hours.

During this season of
Lent, let us make a sacrifi

morning services begin at

Your heart will be encour

by

aged and your spirit re

cial offering unto God.

Church School at 9:30 am.

Consider giving up one

Come grow and glow as we

thing that will help in your
walk with the Lord. Lest

share the Word of God one
with another.

we forget the ultimate sac

At 11 a.m. ,we’ll par

rifice, Jesus’ death for our

ticipate in our contempo

Sunrise Service,

sins! The Mt. Zion A.M.E.

rary worship. Join us for a

Beach.

Church family, under the

hallelujah good time as we
lift high the name of Jesus.

• March 30 - Pastor’s
Aide worship service.

The Inspirational Choir
will minister in song

Looking for a church

home? We extend an invi

this Sunday for worship

throughout the day. Come

tation to you to join us! We

services. We are always

prepare to give glory to
God saints.

as a church share the love

leadership of Pastor Clar
ence A. Williams, wel

comes you to God’s house

happy to receive guests and
visitors at any of our ser

7:30a.m.,

followed

vived and renewed!
Upcoming events:
• March 25 - Good

Friday worship service.
• March 27 - Easter

of God. We’d love to have

Other ministries in
clude:

you!
"No Jesus,

worship and the inspiring

• Monday - Bible Stu
dy, 6 p.m.

messages will help you

• Wednesday - Early

along this spiritual journey

morning prayer 6:30 a.m.;

as your faith and under

Vintage Bible Study, 11

standing increase.

a.m.; Hour of Prayer, 6

vices. The teachings of the
Word, songs, of praise and

Join us as we endeavor

Spa

Thought for the week:

Know

no peace.

Jesus,

know

peace!"

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church --------------------- --------------can’t

"We

without

God, and God won’t with

we love and serve. He has

been good to us.

out us. '*

•

Prayer

Band

-

Thursday, 11 a.m.
Upcoming events:

Morning service be

The New Hope Mis

gins at 10:30 a.m. The

sionary Baptist Church

Male Chorus will lead us in

family invites each and

praise and worship service.
Minister Tony Young is our
minister of music. He is ac
companied by Vernard McKenny and his son,

•

Church Clean-up

of Life will be served by

cally and our neighbors

Keys to Spiritual Growth/I

our own pastor, the Rev.

ntroduction to Spiritual

Carlos L. Senior. You are

infinitely...
EDUCATE religiously.

Gifts and The Measure of a

invited to join us in a spir

EVANGELIZE enthu

Christian. The youth are

it-filled service.

siastically.
FELLOWSHIP affec

Sunday School Curricu

Weekly events:
• Prayer Meeting/Bible

lum. We all need to learn

Study - Tuesday-, 6:30

tionately.
PLEASE JOIN US.

more about this good God

p.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME!!!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church-------------- -----mation about their min

Married Couples Confer
ence held in Jacksonville.

invitation to join us in the

istry.
Bethel

Metropolitan

It was an enriching experi

celebration, cultivation and

has been invited to fellow

ence for all who attended.

His

ship with Mt. Sinai Mis

They look forward to par

Word. The doors of God’s

sionary Baptist Church of

ticipating again next year.

house in the city swinging

Orlando, Dr.

Larry G.

Our Youth Ministry en

on welcome hinges are

courages the youth of the

open for both the 8 and 11

Mills, pastor. Mt. Sinai will
be celebrating their 58th

a.m. services on Sunday,

Church Anniversary on

each Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Sunday School at 9:30 am

Sunday, March 20, and

for Teen Summit. The age

and Prayer Meeting and

Bethel Metropolitan will

for

Bible Study on Wednesday

be in charge of the 3:30

at 7 and 7:30 p.m., respec
tively.
The Christian Educa

p.m. service.
Eight couples of Bethel
Metropolitan’s
Married

ministry is five to 18 years.
Bethel Metropolitan is

tion Ministry will host a

Couples Ministry, along

kaleidoscope of ministries

Ministry Fair on Saturday,
March 12, 8:30 a.m.-12:30

with the Pastor and Mrs.
Houston attended the first

for all ages, interest and

p.m. The ministries of the

Natipnal Baptist Congress

church will display infor-

of

Baptist Church extends an

communication

of

Christian

The Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased with His Blood
Every
Dinner Sales
Saturday
9 a.m. until
jK) L
Please stop by...
We have clothes,
a washer & dryer,
and furniture

fW You!

2901 Fifth Ave. S >>
St. Petersburg

For more Info, please contact •
! Sister Robertson at 421-3164 •
!
or Elder Roger at
I

community to join them

this

youth-oriented

committed to a balanced
ministry which results in a

spiritual need.

Education

PKAYED HELP&I

1-423-314-1920

morning worship, the
“Search Your Heart” cam

clean inside and outside
vacant property belonging

high school diploma, earn

morning worship. Women

paign of the American

to the church. Women are

a message from Pastor
Louis M. Murphy, Sr.

your GED and earn an

and girls will lead church

Heart Association will con

invited to join them in get

opportunity to be selected

ting house ready for HUD

screenings. Myrtle McTier

inspection. Members of

into AM Station WRXB

to win a free computer. The
Young Adults Technology

family in praise and procla
mation, in recognition of

duct free blood pressure

...We're on the air!!! Tune
every Saturday morning

Literacy Program age 16-

Women’s History month.
Deaconess Brenda Con

and Victoria Gaskin urge
members to be present on

church-owned
property
ministry are also requested

from 7:30-8 a.m.

24

Monday-

yers-Nelson will serve as

Thursday. Get on-line and

worship leader. Worship

Sunday. This service is
open to the public.

to be present on Saturday.

HUGE YARD SALE,

Saturday, March 19, 9a.m.-

begins promptly at 11 a.m.

Men will meet on

3pm. This sale will be held

instructor led GED train
ing. For further informa

in the parking lot at Mt.

tion, please contact George

Zion. Something for every

B. Smith, (727) 894-4311,
ext. 302.
Connections to ca

one - toys, clothes, elec

tronics, furniture, house

meets

No Jesus,
No Peace.
KNOW
JESUS,
KNOW
PEACE!

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church —-------------------------------and

the atrium table at Friend

Missionary

weeks have been helping to

ship Missionary Baptist. If

Baptist Church prayerfully

prepare for the l30th An
nual Session of the Florida

you are interested and want
more details, please contact

General Baptist Conven

John Frazier at (727) 866-

St. S. We also invite you to
all other church-felated

tion. We take our hats off to
you. You good with

1172 or the church office.
You can view all details of

We are happy to an

Friendship

nounce that our Reading

shadowing, job readiness,

Enhancement and Math

cash

FCAT

Improvement program is in

assistance, ages 16-18. Call

invite you to worship ser
vices with us at 3300 - 31st

the second session. It has

Dea. Ellis, (727) 894-4311,

been a success, but we still

ext. 304.

incentives,

schedule of rehearsals on

We wish to thank all of
those who in the past

Pastor John A. Evans,

reers!!! After school pro
gram, job internships, job

hold items and much more.

Sr.,

first

family

need volunteers to help

C.A.R.E. Help us re

functions during the week.

wings!!!!! We are still in

the

make a difference in the

cover lives. Calling all re

First worship service

need of much help in vari

www.fmbctheship.org.

life of a child. The program
runs for 90 minutes starting

drug

begins at 7:45 a.m. with the

treatment counselors and

Deacons leading devotion,

ous areas of the upcoming
convention. We must learn

at 6 p.m. Tuesdays and

professionals. For more in

and the Male Chorus will

Thursdays. For more infor

formation contact, Min.

sing praises unto God. The

to good unto all involved in
this endeavor for GOD!!

mation, please call (727)

Keith Murphy, (727) 321-

823-4085, ext. 808.
Mt. Zion Human Ser

3440.
Mt. Zion Progressive

Second Sunday Ushers will
serve in ministry.Pastor

(Galations 6:10)
We are still in need of

John Evans, Sr. will render

drivers to be courtesy driv

vices, Inc. provides after

Missionary Baptist Church

the message from God. We

ers for that week of April 4-

have plenty of seats at both
the 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. church worship ser

8. We are asking for all in
terested persons with vans,
SUVs and large car capaci
ty vehicles to contact Dea
con Nixon at (727) 9068300 or (727) 867-1275 in
regard to this matter.
Calling all singers who
wish to sing for God to

covering

addicts,

portunity Center. The pro
gram offers an opportunity
to improve your grades, on-

Biblical Fellowship, Five

Metropolitan

season will be observed at
New Philadelphia at mid-

services for youth ages 1418 through the Youth Op

Marcus Childs. The Bread

Bethel

ACT/SAT prep, earn your

Zion has begun a radio
ministry? You can now get

S., St. Petersburg. The Rev.
Louis M. ■ Murphy, Sr. is
pastor. For more informa
tion, please call (727) 8944311.

coming a Prayer Warrior,

studying from the Echoes

Saturday at 11 a.m. to

is located at 955 - 20th St.

clude Life in the Word, Be

at 9 a.m. Adult classes in

At conclusion of mid-,

line practice for the FCAT,

school training and tutoring

Michael McKenny. Our
talented percussionist is

dynamic praise and wor
ship service.
Sunday School begins

Women To Lead Lentel Service
At New Philadelphia----------------Fifth Sunday of Lenten

Did you know that Mt,

will begin Saturday, March
12fcatnoon.

• The Florida General
Baptist Convention will be
held April 4—8. New Hope
will host the Laymen
Department.
New Hope’s mission:
LOVE the Lord holisti

every one to join us for a

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church----------------------

GOD ANSWERS

ALL KNEE MAIL

vice.
Sunday School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with the super
intendent in charge of de
votion. Come see what
your child is learning about
being the spotlight for

Jesus Christ.

come out to rehearsals for
the convention! There is a

convention

at

We also extend a warm

invitation to all who wish
to celebrate with our chil
dren at Friendship at their

annual Youth Ministry Fun
Day. More details to come.
We wish to extend a warm
congratulations and wel
come to Minister Reedy to

the Army of God as she
will be preaching at an up
coming event. More details
to come.
As always, give Jesus
some of your time, be
cause, after all ,He gave

His life for YOU!!!!!
Have a God-encounter
week!!!!

The Balm In Gilead, Inc. Mobilizes 16th Annual Black
Church Week Of Prayer For The Healing of AIDS —
NEW YORK
(PR
Newswire) - This week,
thousands of faith institu
tions across the nation will
participate in the largest
AIDS awareness campaign
targeting the African Ameri
can faith community when
the 16th annual national
observance of The Black
Church Week of Prayer for
the Healing of AIDS. The
Congressman Mel Watt, NNPA Publisher George Curry and gospel legend Bobby
observance began Sunday,
Jones
among those to lead thousands of churches in nation's largest AIDS awareness
March 6 and will run
campaign targeting African Americans.
through Saturday, March 12.
Organized by The Balm In Bobby Jones. "I am eager to Capacity Building Model literature and the educational
Gilead, The Black Church help The Balm In Gilead has resulted in the develop programs that we currently
Week of Prayer for the continue its mission of ment of many congregation sponsor."
Embarking upon its 16th •
Healing of AIDS is the orga mobilizing our faith commu al-based HTV/AIDS pro
nization's flagship campaign nities to be at the forefront of grams. These congregational straight year of observance,
responses The Balm In Gilead is
that works with thousands of addressing HIV/AIDS in the programmatic
faith institutions to champi African American communi range from consistent distri specifically turning its focus
on AIDS awareness, preven ty," said Watt, Congressman bution of brochures during on educating African Ameri
tion and education in the for North Carolina's 12th Sunday Morning worship to can women on their high rate
full-scale direct HIV service of risk to this disease. In
African American communi District.
addition, the organization is
ty.
"The
horrendous
Since its inception in programs.
"It is during this week, calling on every black reli
HIV/AIDS epidemic among 1989, The Black Church
African Americans is grow Week of Prayer for the that our churches raise the gious leader to be a voice in
ing and who cares?" said Healing of AIDS has en awareness of millions of this fight and to make
Pemessa Seele, Founder and gaged Black Churches to African Americans about the HIV/AIDS education and
CEO, The Balm In Gilead. become centers for educa crisis of AIDS in our com related issues a top priority
"This is the fundamental tion, compassion and care in munity and the role of our within their congregations
in
fighting and communities.
question that we are asking the fight against HTV/AIDS. churches
This year's event could
our religious, civic and polit The'organization is encour HIV/AIDS is critical to over
ical leadership as well as all aging Black churches across coming the stigma and fear not come at a more appropri
African Americans today. the United States to host that continues to keep so ate time. Several weeks ago,
The answer is, we have to. educationalworkshops, sem many of us in darkness when some major health experts
HIV/AIDS," recommended that virtually
We must care."
inars, prayer vigils, or sim addressing
all Americans be tested rou
The Balm In Gilead has ply distribute information Congressman Watt added.
National Medical Asso tinely for HIV disease. This
joined forces with some of during the Black Church
the nation's most prominent Week of Prayer for the ciation President Dr. Win guidance is especially im
ston Price, adds, "We need to portant to African-Ameri
leaders to help spread the Healing of AIDS.
offer
a barrage of preventive cans whose rate of infection
word on HIV/AIDS preven
Churches are also being
tion, treatment and aware encouraged to assist in get measures that include com has exploded over the past
ness. This year's national ting more African Americans munity planning, counsel decade.
According to the Cen
spokespeople are: Mel Watt, to take the HIV test and to ing, testing and evaluation.
ters
of Disease Control and
Most
importantly,
we
must
Congressman and Congres give compassionate care and
sional Black Caucus Chair; support to persons living provide potent and repeated Prevention, AIDS is the
Dr. Winston Price, President, with HIV. Today, many messages about the insidious fourth-leading cause of
National Medical Associa churches in both rural and reality of HIV/AIDS and its death among women in this
tion; George Curry, Publish urban African American devastating impact right here country between the ages of
er, National Newspapers communities have begun an at home." He added, "We at 25 and 44, and is the leading
Publishers Association; Dr. appropriate response to the the National Medical Asso cause of death among Afri
ciation will continue to show can American women ages
Betty Davis Lewis, Presi AIDS epidemic.
dent, National Nurses Asso
The Balm In Gilead's our support any way pos 25 to 34. HIV infection has
ciation and Gospel Singer Faith-Based
HTV/AIDS sible in addition to providing been designated the fifth

in

largest leading cause of
death for people 25-44 years
old in the United States, and
the leading cause of death
for African-American men
ages 35-44. As reported in
the HIV/AIDS Surveillance
Report (2002), Vol. 14,
African Americans account
ed for the majority (54%) of
new HIV/AIDS diagnoses in
2002. The rate of AIDS
cases
among
African
American adults of adoles
cents (76.4 per 100,000) was
nearly 11 times greater than
that of Whites (7.0 per
100,000) and nearly three
times that of Latinos (26.0
per 100,000) in 2002.
The Balm In Gilead is a
501(c) (3), not-for-profit or
ganization based in New
York City whose mission is
to stop the spread of
HIV/AIDS throughout the
African Diaspora by build
ing the capacity of faith
communities to provide edu
cation, services and support
networks for people living
with and affected by
HIV/AIDS. As The Balm In
Gilead continues its work in
the African American faith
community, the organization
has expanded its services to
build the capacity of faith
communities
in
Cote
d'Ivoire, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Kenya and Zimbabwe.
The Black Church Week
of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS is sponsored in part by
Abbott Laboratories. To find
out how your church can get
involved in The Black
Church Week of Prayer for
the Healing of AIDS, log
onto the organization's web
site
at
http://www.balmingilead.org
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St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Celebrating the groundbreaking ceremony
The St. Mark family,

your neighbor to attend.

under the leadership of. All women are invited.
Pastor Brian K. Brown, Light refreshments 9-9:30

church’s new Education

begins at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, March 13, 4

Wing on Sunday, March 6

p.m.:

immediately following reg

Praise Hour - You are

ular worship services. The
new wing will be named in

invited to join St. Mark’s
Usher Board #2 in an excit

honor of the late Rev. W.J.
Glover, who served as

ing afternoon of praise and
worship. The theme for this

church pastor for more

occasion: A Day in Thy

than 38 years. This wing
will house a library named

Courts: Doorkeepers in the
Lord’s House,
Psalm
84:10. This inspiring serv

in honor of the late Rev.
Isaac McNeal who served
as associate pastor for

ice will be rendered by The

many years.
In addition to the li

Church, Rev. Dr. Ellis

brary, this new facility will
house several classrooms,
meeting and office space

your calendars, and plan to

Word of Life Fellowship
Hodge, pastor. Please mark

attend this glorious event.

for

events

More
March:

and a computer lab which
will be available to serve
the
community.
The

gressive Missionary and

groundbreaking team in

Educational Baptist State

cluded the following par
ticipants:
The Rev. Brian Brown,

Convention of Florida, Inc.

Glover,

Pauline

• March 21-25 - Pro

will be held in Tampa.

• March 27 - Resur

Naomi

rection

Richardson, Leila Wilson,
John

Daniels,

Sunday,

Easter

Sunrise Service at Wil
liams Park in downtown St.

Robert

Browne, John Knight, John

Petersburg,

Roberts, Pat Montecki,
John Washington, Thomas

Children and Youth Easter
presentation, 4 p.m. held at

Jackson, Gregory Davis,

St. Mark.

6:30

a.m.;

Alicia

• March 28 - Pizza

Holden, Dorthy Whitlock

Ministry Kickoff, Monday,

and Calvinetta Hayes.

6-8 p.m. This evangelism

Saturday, March 12,
9 a.m.:

outreach program invites
youth of all ages to join in
Bible Study, fun and games
and pizza!
Pleasing Jesus through
obedience, inviting chil

Margaret

King,

St. Mark Women’s Bi
ble Study, focusing on
women’s health care, will
sponsor a Mini-Health
Forum including screen

dren, zealously sharing the

zooming

ings for cholesterol, blood

gospel,

pressure

action as ambassadors for

and

_

a.m. The health forum

celebrated the ground
breaking ceremony for the

diabetes.

Please come and invite.

into

Christ.

EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH
THE LORD!
photos by Rassi

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc @ email .com

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

10:00am
11:30am
> 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &

Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...

A Church That LVLakes

yl Difference!

fZ^Lorr <
LJ—^rco^

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311 •

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School.............................................. ,8:00a.m.
Worship Service................................................ 9:00a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Chinch School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning - 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

............ ..................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night

General Bible Study

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Thursday Night Prayer

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tan talk 1340.com

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

(Adult and Youth)

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

www.mzprogressive.org

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Saiyt Johti frtiyttlve Baptist Church

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburq FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School .............................
o.nn A ..
New Member Class .................... ........... ;
g-nn A M
Morning Worship .................. ..
'LLLLLLL.'.'.'lCfc30 AM
Prayer / Bible Study.................................................Tuesday 7;0Q pM

Youth Bible Study............ .................................... Thursday 6:00 pM

MisiuKMSHBJiMaujnreiNga
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

WHEN YOU’RE
DOWN TO

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

919.20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

—I

email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

NOTHING,
SOMETHING!

Jfefcr

QInmmunttg

(Cljirrdj

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Gaskin.............................................................................................................................Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry................................................................................................... ..................................... ................................................ James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................................................................................................... ..... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry..................................................................................................................................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

Feptecostal fenjple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.
“fA church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (jod’s kingdom”

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue Sduth — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Home of Operation Attack

Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm

M

Elder: Tony Smith

F
UZ

B
C

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895^990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

. 207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Missionary Baptist

Sunday School............................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship............................................ 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer.................................... 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.............................. 7:30p.m.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m,
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street

The church where what God’s word teaches
w practiced!

Church Ol God In Christ

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Callfor Trayers dr
‘Testimonies

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

“One weekfrom church makes one weakf

Qte&teb Kina

Gkufiak
2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

20th Street
Church Of
Christ
820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

1301 - 37th Street South,St. Petersburg,FL

Spiritually Connected

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. Brian K. Brown

1732 9th Avenue South

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Church School ..................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Ordained (Missionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Call: 727 895-5239

A ‘Woman After
Qod's
Own (Heart...

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Pastor John A. Evans

Macedonia Freewill Baptist
Church

* 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

VflM
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

.

Early Morning Worship ....................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................................11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service ....... .................................................. 6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service.................................................. 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday...................... 6:30 p.m.

COD IS UP TO

“God’s Housf In The City”

The Reverend Aaron V.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Early Morning Worship........................................ i.......... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School...............................................................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship........................................................................ 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union...............................................................4:30p.m.
Communion..............................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.......................................................................... 7:30 p.m.
Curry

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship............................. 5:00p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

Sunday

’A New Beginning In Christ"
All Worship Services are held at:
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

4201 Sixth Street South • St, Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • St, Petersburg. FL 33733-4542

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Monday

(727)896-5228

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Phone: 727.895.7700
Scheduled Services - Sunday

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship Worship Service ^ 8:15 a.m.

Wednesday

Sunday Services:

a m.

Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at '6:30 p.m.

Church School..................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service....l0:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.................6:30pm
Bible Study........................ 7pm

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor

O»

tUM TExi. IxmE - M attm

<* UtEx?

BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
44-Third Avenue
ST. PETERSBURG,
PHONE:

South

8am, 10am Morning Worship •
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.

Partners in Ministry

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Monday, Wednesday. Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Join us as we lift up the name, ofJesus

FL

Your Church Ad Could Be

323-751 8

Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Here Working for You!

>AY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.
MG WORSHIP - 11:00 A.M.
COME WORSHIP WITH
'HE

First Baptist Family

GOD ANSWERS ALL
KNEE MAIL!

Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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SPORTS
Kobe Bryant Settles Lawsuit
With Accuser-------------------------by Jon Sarphe
Associated Press Writer
DENVER - With a
terse news release and an
even terser court filing, the
sordid sexual assault case
against Kobe Bryant that
gripped the nation abruptly
ended with an agreement
that ensures the NBA star
never goes to trial for what
happened in a hotel room
two years ago.
Few experts believed
the civil lawsuit would
ever be heard by a jury,
saying it was unlikely that
Bryant and the 20-year-old
woman who accused him
of raping her relished the
prospect of having to
divulge potentially embar
rassing, intimate details in
a courtroom.
The case tarnished
both Bryant, 27, arguably
the NBA's best player, and
the woman, a former high
school cheerleader who
once tried out for "Amer
ican Idol" and found her
self the subject of Internet
speculation.
Terms of the settle
ment were not released.
Law experts said the agreement probably spelled
out financial penalties for
revealing any details.
A two-sentence state
ment faxed to The Asso
ciated Press by Bryant's
attorneys said only that the
matter had been resolved
"to the satisfaction of both
parties."
"The parties and their
attorneys have agreed that
no further comments about
the matter can or will be
made," the statement said.
A one-sentence motion for
dismissal stipulating that
the case can never be
jefiled was filed simultane
ously in Denver federal
court.
After a few more days
of intense speculation
about last Wednesday's
settlement — how much
money, whether any details
can ever be released — the
case will quickly fade from
view, said Denver attorney
Scott Robinson.
"Ultimately a new
scandal, a new public
shame will come along and
both the plaintiff and the
defendant can pretty much
go about their lives," he
said.
A Los Angeles Lakers
spokesman said Bryant
had declined comment on
the settlement.
"It's in both parties'
interests to have this
remain confidential," said
Los Angeles attorney Steve
Cron, who is familiar with
celebrity cases. "That's one
of the incentives for them
to settle: He didn't have to
do a deposition, the lurid
details wouldn't be posted
on some Web site, she did
n't have to face the rigors
of having a deposition by
his lawyers and she'll gain

Please
Support Our
Paper by
Patronizing
Our
Advertisers

Bryant and his wife Vanessa appeared together
for the July 2003 press conference concerning
rape allegations against the NBA star.
some privacy as well."
The lawsuit, filed three
weeks before the criminal
case against Bryant col
lapsed last summer, sought
unspecified damages for
mental injuries, public
scorn and humiliation the
woman said she has suf
fered since their June 2003
encounter at the Vail-area
hotel where she worked.
The woman hasn't com
mented publicly on the
case.
Bryant, a married
father of one, apologized
for his "behavior that night
and for the consequences
she has suffered," hut
insisted the sex was con
sensual.
Shortly after jury se
lection began in the crimi
nal case, prosecutors in
Eagle County dropped the
single
felony
sexual
assault count after the
woman told them she
couldn't take part in a trial.
Like the criminal case,
the civil case ultimately
would have rested on the
testimony of a . woman
Bryant's attorneys accused
of being a promiscuous,
attention-seeking
liar.
Among other things, the
defense suggested she had
sex with someone after
leaving Bryant and before
she contacted authorities
— a claim her attorneys
hotly contested.
Speculation that a set
tlement was close in
creased Monday after L.
Lin Wood, one of the wo
man's attorneys, said
Bryant's long-awaited dep
osition three days earlier
had been called off.
Colorado law makes it
difficult for plaintiffs in
civil cases to win more
than about $733,000.
Wood has said that amount
was too low to fairly com
pensate the woman for the

harm she claimed to have
suffered
Sports marketers have
estimated Bryant lost $4
million to $6 million in
endorsement
contracts
after his arrest. He has not
appeared in Nike commer
cials since the allegations
surfaced, and McDonald's
and Nutella did not renew
their deals with him after
his arrest.
Cynthia Stone, spokes
woman for the Colorado
Coalition Against Sexual
Assault, said she hopes the
settlement brings some
sense ofjustice and closure
for the accuser, who
moved from state to state
to avoid media scrutiny
last year.
"The defense team in
the criminal case managed
to get reams of paper filled
with rumor and innuendo
about this young woman's
prior sexual history out
into the public," Stone
said.
As a result, victims'
advocates are lobbying for
a bill intended to tighten
Colorado's "rape shield"
law. The bill, which has
passed the state Senate,
would prohibit discussion
of an alleged victim's sexu
al history during a prelimi
nary hearing unless a judge
rules otherwise.
In Eagle, the woman's
hometown, former Mayor
Roxie Deane was cheered
by news of the settlement.
She said the case put the
town on the map, which
wasn't necessarily positive.
"Eagle is a great place. It
needs to be known for
other things," she said.
Associated Press Writers
P. Solomon Banda, Judith
Kohler, Catherine Tsai and
Erin Gartner contributed to
this report.

McCombs Confident Fowler Will Buy Vikings
by Jon Krawczvnski
AP Sports Writer
EDEN
PRAIRIE,
Minn. - With prospective
buyer Reggie Fowler's of
fer to buy the Minnesota
Vikings about to get a close
look from the NFL, current
owner Red McCombs says
Thursday that he's confi
dent the sale will be
approved.
“I'm making decisions
as if I were to continue to
be the owner of the Vikings
although I fully expect that
Mr. Fowler's deal will be
consummated," McCombs
said last Thursday.
McCombs said com
missioner Paul Tagliabue
has met with Fowler to dis
cuss a number of issues,
including Fowler's finan
cial status and an embar
rassment three weeks ago
in which Fowler represen
tatives distributed a biogra
phy to reporters that in
cluded several inaccura-

Reggie Fowler

cies.
"(Tagliabue) was very
comfortable with the
answers to all of that and
he was very comfortable
with Reggie and that the
process was moving for
ward and making pro
gress," McCombs said.
The NFL's Finance
Committee was to meet
this week to decide
whether to recommend
Fowler's bid to other own

ers. The deal would make
Fowler the NFL's first
black owner.
Until the sale is ap
proved or rejected, Mc
Combs is running the team
as he sees fit.
The trade that sent star
receiver Randy Moss to
Oakland for linebacker
Napoleon Harris, the No. 7
pick in April's draft and a
seventh-round pick was
completed on last Wednes
day, a day in which the
Vikings also signed veteran
defensive
tackle
Pat
Williams of Buffalo.
McCombs said he con
tacted Fowler as a courtesy
several days ' before the
Vikings agreed to trade
Moss.
"He said, 'Thank you
very much for sharing that
information with me. I
appreciate it very much,"'
McCombs said of Fowler's
reaction to the news.
"There was nothing nega

tive in his response what
soever."
Some people have
doubted whether Fowler,
who has mostly shied from
media attention and re
vealed little about his fi
nances, can afford the
required 30 percent share
of a $625 million purchase
to be ownership's general
partner.
McCombs said he was

confident Fowler has the
money. But he said he'll
take it in stride if the deal
falls through.
"I'll keep the team until
I find somebody else to
buy it," McCombs said. "If
I find somebody else the
next day, I'm going to sell
it."

CHANGING JOBS OR
RETIRING?
Call A.G, Edwards for guidance on
how you can manage your retirement
plan assets.

Steve Allen, AAMS
Accredited Asset
Management Specialist
Financial Consultant
Serving all of greater St.Petersburg
727/550-2222 ext. 151

ORDER YOUR
FREE CHECKING
WITH THE WORKS.
EXTRA FRE CHECKING. ONLY FROM WACHOVIA.
• Free Check Card
• Free Visa Extras rewards program
• Free Online Banking
• Free Online BillPay
• Free Balance Alerts

• No monthly service fee
• No minimum balance
• No direct deposit required
• Unlimited access to Wachovia
Financial Centers and ATMs

Stop fey a Wachovia Financial Cooter today, cal 800-WACHOVIA (922-4684)
or visit waciievia.com/extras.

WACHOVIA
Uncommon Wisdom
We want you to know: Free Cheeking is for personal accounts only. Other fees may apply. Some restrictions apply to Visa Extras.

© 2005 Wachovia Corporation. Wachovia Bank, N.A., and Wachovia Bank of Delaware, N.A., are Members FDIC.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 10 - 16, 2005

15

CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
•
Project
727-893-5438

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD THE HUMAN RACE

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“ When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»Health«Dental«Vision
Disability•Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349

727-328-9878 KJ
K Fax: 727-328-9545^1

Bonded & Insured
Lic.»ER130l2312

Remodeled Home
located at
1835 13th Ave. South
3 br/2 ba
100% Financing Available
Call 813-417-0399,
Seller will pay up to
$3,000 in closing costs.
$105,000.

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

The Hospice

There Is A
Reason To
Read The
Weekly
Challenger

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

A Unique Profession!!

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434 »
(

(FL License Required)
&HHAJCNAS

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HAVE A

GREAT DAY!

THEN YOU SEE THE POWER OF COMMUNITY COALITIONS.

10-19-25

FL-g BI D-6

LOTTO

They help community groups - like the PTA*, your church, dubs, even

your employer • organize resources and focus them where they’re

30-41-43

needed most. Especially fighting to keep kids away from drugs. If

you’re in a community group, ask if you can do more by teaming

CA$H 3
092 381 56677
489

2-3
4-8

DIAL 2-1-1

www.helpyourcommunity.org or call

1-877-KIDS-313 to

contact a community coalition in your area. They’ll tell you exactly
how your group can help. You’ll be surprised at what you have to

offer. And how much you can accomplish.

728 170 351

^OO\

up with a community coalition. Itls really simple. Just go to

5-1 7-6
2-6 8-5

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour pro
gram that provides information & referrals on
local health/human services, volunteer
opportunities, donation referrals, and crisis
intervention/problem-solving counseling for
individuals. Cell phone users must dial (727)
562-1542.

Your
1RIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Spending too much tiine talking to
Mends or relatives could easily turn into a debate that could lead
o estrangement. Be discreet and don't present your ideas until
you're certain that they're foolproof. Try to channel your energy
nto physical work. You will be able to get good advice if you lis:en to close friends or relatives you respect.
EAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Your , talent will be recognized,
opportunities to travel will develop through peers. The home
invironment will be unpredictable this week. Business and emoional partnerships will run smoothly.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Love could develop at social events
hat are work relate. You hard work and dedication will payoff, so
stick to your guns and do your job well. You can't always have
your own way. You may want to try your hand at a little creative
writing. Don't let your boss get the better of you.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Changes regarding family mem
bers will set you off. You'll be prone to tears if your mate is harsh
with you this week. You must not allow them to force you to rush.
Your high energy should be spent pleasing your mate.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Look into alternate means of sup porting
your financial burdens. You may interest some of them in a serv
ice you have to offer. Don't count on getting any help from those
you live with. Stop telling others about your problems.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Don't lend or borrow money or,
belongings. You will gain valuable insight and knowledge
through the experiences you have along the way. Throw yourself
into your work. You need to get out and have some fun to reduce

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

YOU

GET

MORE WHEN

Office of Notionol Drug Control Policy

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO: smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Tip Weekly Challenger
2500 M. L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

GET TOGETHER

YOU

Subscription Cost:

$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 - Yearly

(or)

Family Resources

Name:______ _ ___ _ _______ _ _______________ •

Counseling:

Address:_______________________________ _ _____________

(727) 384-8336

CityZStateZZip:________________________________

or (727) 449-8336

Phone #:_________________________________ _________ ____

New Subscription:___

tension.

(or)

Renewal: ___

LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You just hate waste, and when some
one else costs you dearly you see red. You should be able to get
involved in an interesting proposition this week. You can meet
friends who will let you know how valuable you are. You may
want to take a serious look at your goals and objectives.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You need to distance yourself from
the situation for a little while first. Expect temper tantrums on the
home front if you haven't been letting someone have their way.
You will find that unfinished projects at home will be most satis
fying Don't forget to let your mate know how much you care.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Property investments, insur
ance tax rebates, or inheritance should bring you financial gains.
Attend to things that you should have done yesterday. Business
and emotional partnerships will run smoothly. Be cautious while

traveling to foreign countries.
•
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Attempt to face key issues
with lovers or problems could escalate. You can make some
favorable changes to your looks. Feeling under the weather inay
be a result of overindulgence. You may be tired of working for
someone else.
.. .
-.
,,.
AOUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Opportunities for new friendships
are apparent. Travel will entice you; however, a tendency to over
spend is quite possible. Minor health problems may flare up if
X haven't been taking care of yourself or have been burning the
idle at both ends. You may find it difficult to communicate

PISCES

*20°Mar. 20) You may find your nights sleepless

due to bad dreams. Tty not to at tempt to do something unless
vou Se folly intent on following through with the p ans. Travel
opportunities must be taken advantage of. Emotional upset may
pETn the domestic scene if you have neglected your duties

or your mate.
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WOMAN’S WORLD
World YWCA General
Secretary Visits Eckerd
College For Women’s History
Month —--------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG In celebration of Women's
History Month and as part
of the Presidential Events
Series, Eckerd College will
host an internationally rec
ognized public speaker,
writer, trainer, and advo
cate on women's and girls'
issues: Or. Musimbi Kanyoro, general secretary of
the World YWCA. Her
talk, "Leading Change:
Women's Power to Act," is
scheduled for Tuesday,
March 15,7:30 p.m. in Fox
Hall on the Eckerd College
campus (4200 54th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg). This lec
ture is free and open to the
public.
Dr. Kanyoro's visit will
be combined with a special
reception hosted by the
YWCA of Tampa Bay on
Wednesday and visits to
the Tampa Bay YWCA's
Family Village site in St.
Petersburg and the Hispan
ic Services Center in Clear
water. Two women from
the Tampa Bay area, Carlen
Petersen and Alizza Punzalan-Hall, serve as board
members for the National
Coordinating Board for the
YWCA USA and the
YWCA of Tampa Bay.
The World YWCA is a
global movement of 25
million women and girls in

Dr. Musimibi Kanyoro
109 countries. Guided by
Dr. Kanyoro's leadership,
the World YWCA empow
ers women and girls to lead
social
and
economic
change around the world.
Dr. Kanyoro has au
thored more than 100 pub
lished articles and nine
books throughout her ca
reer. Her academic qualifi
cations include a Ph.D. in
Linguistics from the Uni
versity of Texas (1980) and
a Doctor of Ministry from
the San Francisco Theolog
ical Seminary (1999). Dr
Kanyoro was also awarded
an honorary Doctor of.
Divinity for her contribu
tion to Christian Theology
from the Trinity Lutheran
Seminary in 1999.
Dr. Kanyoro's signifi
cant involvement in the
church and in advancing

women's rights has been
recognized through numer
ous awards and honors, in
cluding the prestigious
Wittenberg Award from the
Luther Institute (2000) and
a Human Rights Award
from Church Women Unit
ed (1999).
Dr Kanyoro currently
provides volunteer leader
ship for a number of non
government organizations
as the President of the
World. Association of
Christian Communication
and ISIS-Women's Interna
tional Cross Cultural Ex
change. She has made a
significant contribution to
the fight against HTV/AIDS
as coordinator of the 400member Circle of Con
cerned African Women
Theologians and a board
member of the Ecumenical
Advocacy Alliance. She
also serves on the Interna
tional Planning Group on
HIV/AIDS and faith-based
organizations for UNAIDS,
and on an advisory panel
for Alan
Guttmacher
Institute focused on pro
tecting new generations
from HTV infection.
Dr Kanyoro is a Ken
yan national, currently re
siding in Switzerland.

Alicia Keys ‘Diary Tour’ Shines In Tampa Bay
TAMPA BAY - Al
though her style is usually
a mix of old school style
and classic soul, this time
she tried a little something
different when she stopped
in Tampa Bay. In a great
performance, stylized by a
1930s style nightclub
theme, Alicia Keys made a
recent stop in Tampa Bay
as a part of her "Diary
Tour," which began late last
month in Columbia, S.C.

Held at the Tampa Bay
Performing Arts Center as
part of the 29-city tour,
Keys, along with opening
artist John Legend, per
formed familiar hits to get
the crowd on their feet and
clapping time and time
again.
Keys, decked out in red
and a vintage Cab Callo
way poster behind her,
sang a number of her hits,
such as the sultry "Diary"

and "If I Ain’t Got You," as
well as jazzed up versions
of "Heartburn" and "Kar
ma." She even gave the
audience a taste of her
debut hit, "Fallin”' off of
the "Songs in A Minor"
album.
The tour will conclude
April 24 in Newark, N.J.
(Photo credit: Radko
Keleman www.allaccesspass4u.com)

hood insecurities of feeling
unattractive, the shattered
trust from the high school
boys and the cheating from
her college boyfriends (and
non-boyfriends). This re
sulted in deeper insecuri
ties and the compulsive
need to feel wanted and
needed by the opposite sex.
Warren shared the dangers
of pre-marital sex, "I won’t
lie, the physical gratifica
tions of sex are great, but it
can be deadly, because it
can affect everything in
your life -emotionally, phy
sically and spiritually - not
to mention your future
spouse and children."
Inside of Me interweaves
poetry with deep-rooted
confessions and gritty
details inside of her world
filled with lust, loss,
unplanned
pregnancies,
repeated abortions, guilt,
and brokenness and finally
healing.

Warren currently is an
entertainment columnist
for a Nashville Gannett
publication,
"All The
Rage," and has been pub
lished in Honey Magazine,
Upscale Magazine, bgyrl.com and Women’s
Health and Fitness. She is a
co-host on Fisk University
radio program "Freestyle,"
which openly discusses
issues affecting the urban
community. Her second
book will be released in
June 2005. Warren, who
was named Miss Woman of
Color 2002-2003, is also a
spoken word artist and is
featured on b-gyrl.com’s
compilation and Goteerecording artist, GRITS
Dichotomy A and B. She
lives in Nashville, Tenn.
and her web site is
www.shellierwarren.com

Surviving Sexual Misuse
NASHVILLE, Tenn. "Sexual Misuse"-This term
does not refer to the behav
ior of sleazy women and
prostitutes but people that
you may be close to you.
Married women, young
girls, college students,, cor
porate executives and men
have all been caught in the
trap.
“Inside of Me: Lessons
of Lust, Love and Redemp
tion,” written by African
American author Shellie R.
Warren, excused her cycle
of "sexual misuse" as hav
ing a high sex drive which
resulted from some unfor
tunate incidents in her life.
Her own path included
experiences with sexual
abuse, rape, promiscuity
and several abortions.
Warren became entrapped
with feelings of guilt,
shame, anger, confusion
and the longing to be loved.
Shellie kept these secret

feelings buried deep inside
- from her church family,
friends and family.
After experiencing par
ental divorce as a young
child, Warren welcomed a
step-father. During her teen
years, she and her mother
experienced the typical
mother-daughter conflicts,
which often resulted in
bouts of verbal and at
times, physical abuse to
Warren which forced her to
find safety in her fathers
arms. This was welcoming

unattractive and like a mis
fit due to her unique style,
outspoken personality and
non-conventional looks.
Growing up a Chris
tian, Warren never dreamed
that she was headed for a
life of promiscuity. During
her first year of college her
downward spiral into sexu
al misuse heightened. “In
side of Me” retells the ohtoo-common stories that
many share, but do not dis
cuss including her child
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